
You are my hope, O Lord,
my trust, O God, from my youth!

Psalm 71, 5

Sister M. Blanche Arendt, OP
Born to earthly life: July 30, 1914
Religious profession: October 23, 1932
Entered eternal life: April 25, 2007

Edna Mary Arendt, third child
and first daughter of Theresa
Sallinger and John Arendt,
first saw the light of day in
Oklahoma on July 30, 1912.

“As an infant,” she wrote
years later, “I was strongly
attached to my mother. I was a
ray of sunshine as long as she
was present somewhere in the
house. If she left the house,
the clouds would appear on
my countenance.” She recalled
also that she was often chided
as a child for her “excessive
kindness”  toward her
playmates, as she was
constantly giving away her
toys and other personal things, “for no other reason than to cheer them up when they were sad.” Her
particular fondness for her father was revealed when he was late in coming home one night. Mrs.
Arendt, to show her disapproval, “put a washtub filled with water in front  of the door. Dad naturally
would have stepped into it if I had  permitted it to remain there.” Edna, only four years old but
already strong-willed, was “determined to remain near the door until the tub was  removed. Mother
could not bear the thought of my standing there weeping far into the night; therefore she removed
the tub.”

Edna was six when the family auctioned off their home and most of their belongings and prepared
to leave Oklahoma for Wisconsin. Once settled in Belgium (Lake Church), the children were sent
to the local country school. For the fifth and sixth grades, however, Edna attended Saint Mary’s
School at Lake Church and during the winter  months boarded with the Racine Dominican Sisters
there. “It was during these two years that my desire to become a sister began to grow,” she wrote.
“At the end of my sixth school year, I spoke to my parents of my desire of becoming a sister some
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The Arendt family just before Edna’s entrance into the convent



day in the near future.” Her father, however, was opposed to the idea and transferred Edna back to
the public school, saying, “If that is what you learn  in the Catholic school, I will put an end to it.”
“This did not bring the effect my father desired,” she later wrote. “I took small holy cards and pieces
of blessed palm and placed [them] in a number of our shade trees. Every evening that I could
possibly  sneak away, I went from tree to tree repeating my favorite prayers and ejaculations. I also
arranged a small altar in my room before which I spent many hours in prayer.” In subsequent years,
she continued to express her desire to become a sister, and stole a few words with the sisters every
Sunday after Mass. The year of her eighth-grade graduation, her cousin entered the convent, and
Edna once again asked to do the same. But her father flatly refused and sent her to stay with her
grandmother, thinking this would make his daughter change her mind. Finally, when she was
seventeen, he reluctantly gave in. But there was yet another delay when Edna was hospitalized with
tonsilitis and severe hemorrhaging and nearly died. The morning she actually departed for Racine,
her father left the house, refusing to speak with her or say goodbye.

The new postulant had never even begun her high school studies, so at seventeen she became a
freshman. She “was getting along splendidly when the call for a substitute ended all. A first and
second grade teacher, at Saint Mary’s in Racine was needed. I was to be the teacher, only for a week,
I was told. That was the longest week I ever spent, for it lasted until the middle of June.”

At her reception of the Dominican habit on August 4, 1930, when she became Sister Blanche of the
Sorrowful Mother, she and her father reconciled. “After the ceremonies my father grasped me in his
arms, and never again expressed a word of disapproval concerning my vocation.”

Her novitiate days “were not without hardships. Even my obedience of helping Sister Bernadette
[Maerz] in the chapel  proved to be a source of trials. Invariably I would use the wrong dust cloth,
poke stick, or brush in the wrong place. We actually were to use a special cloth for almost every
corner I think.” Still a first-year novice, Sister Blanche had to undergo surgery and was confined to
the hospital for twenty nine days-days.

As a senior novice she resumed her interrupted high school studies, but after just a month she was
again sent to substitute as third- and fourth-grade teacher at Saint Mary’s, facing once more the same
pupils she had taught as a postulant. When her classmates made their profession on August 4, 1932,
she was held back because her novitiate had been so truncated by
her teaching assignment. Finally, on October 23, she pronounced
her vows and was sent back to teach at Saint Mary’s. The
following year she was assigned to Saint John’s in Little Chute,
her “first real mission,” where she taught for three years. The 1936
term found her a bit north, at Saints Peter and Paul in Green Bay.
Three years later she moved across Lake Michigan to Assumption
Grotto in Detroit; she stayed there until 1943, when she was
transferred to Holy Trinity in Fowler for three years. The 1946-
1947 term was spent still in Michigan, at Saint Clement’s in Center
Line. In the fall of 1947 she was once again in Wisconsin, first for
two years back in Little Chute, then at Saint Joseph’s in Racine for
three years, and next once more in Green Bay for another three.

Meanwhile, during the summers, Sister Blanche completed her
high school education and had been pursuing her college studies.
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In 1955 she was awarded her baccalaureate degree in education
from the community’s own Dominican College.

The following year was spent teaching at Holy Cross in Kaukauna.
Next came a year at Saint Rose in Racine, and then she was back
in Detroit at Nativity Elementary School. In January 1960 she was
asked to move to Fowler, and at the completion of that term found
herself once more in Green Bay, this time for two years. In 1963
she returned once more to Little Chute, and in 1964 to Center Line.
The 1966 term brought a new mission, Saint Mary’s in Tomah,

where she stayed for three years, and
then was assigned to Fowler for the
third time.

By 1976, Racine Dominicans were
choosing their own places of
ministry, and Sister Blanche opted to
go to her home parish in Lake
Church, where she had attended fifth
and sixth grades and had first encountered the Racine Dominicans.

By the time she decided to retire in 1978, Sister Blanche had taught in
the intermediate grades for forty-nine years. “She was such a good
teacher,” recalled Sister Therese Van Thull, who lived and taught with
Sister Blanche for many years in Fowler. “She was especially
considerate to children who were bashful or who had difficulties of
any sort. She was creative, inventing many games to help the students
learn. And she never had a discipline problem; kids paid attention to
her.”

“She believed every child could learn and had high expectations of her
students,” remembered Sister Alice Rademacher, who served as
principal at Saint Mary’s School in Lake Church when Sister Blanche
taught fourth grade there. She was respected as a teacher who could
make students perform well in just about any subject. When she
prepared her students to participate in liturgy, “people were inspired
by how meaningfully the children proclaimed the Word of God,”
Sister Alice said.

When Sister Blanche moved to Siena Center in 1978, the Senior
Companion Program was just being launched, and she was one of the
first four sisters to volunteer in the program. She continued in this
ministry to the elderly with great dedication and commitment for more
than twenty years. “She had a gift for working with seniors,” said

Sister Brenda Walsh, long-time director of the program. “She was both compassionate and
practical.” Sister Blanche was devoted to the seniors she visited. Every day she faithfully made visits
to individual homes and to nursing homes, bringing comfort and hope to those she visited through
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her very presence as well as her
prayers. “She was dedicated and
faith-filled in everything she did.”

Her health failing, Sister Blanche in
2006 joined other Racine
Dominican Sisters living at Beverly
Care Center in Kenosha,
Wisconsin. It was there that she
died peacefully early on the spring
morning of April 25, 2007.

Sister Blanche’s body was interred
in the community plot in Holy
Cross Cemetery in Caledonia.

Senior Companion

Feeding a resident in St. Catherine’s Infirmary

Seventieth Jubilee, 2002, with her Racine Dominican
cousins, Janet and Mary Ann Weyker



Golden Jubilee, 1982
Sisters Helen Arts, Leonore Steffens, Mary Benedicta Schreier;

Blanche Arendt, Evelyn Novinski, Reparata Stroobants

Sixtieth Jubilee, 1992
Sisters Leonore Steffens, Reparata Stroobants, Mary Benedicta Schreier, Blanche Arendt,

Helen Arts, Evelyn Novinski
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