
OSWALD BREITUNG, who has spent all of his life in agricultural pursuits in Freedom township 
and is now operating the Breitung homestead, is one of the good, practical farmers of his 
section. His father, Rheinholdt Breitung, who was a native of Saxony, came to the United 
States when seventeen years of age with his parents, his father, Leopold Breitung, settling in 
Milwaukee county where he was engaged in agricultural pursuits until his death. Rheinholdt 
Breitung came to Outagamie county in 1853, and for the next seventeen years was engaged in 
selling farm machinery and operating a meat market in Appleton. In 1870 he came to Freedom 
township and purchased land, but eventually sold his first purchase to buy the present 
Breitung, property, which was his home until his death, September 22, 1906. His wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Christina Umbehaur, was born in Germany and came to this country 
when seventeen years of age, and her death occurred October 25, 1910. Oswald Breitung was 
one of a family of eight children, and was born July 28, 1869, in Appleton. He was an infant 
when brought to Freedom township, and his education was secured in the district schools and 
St. Paul's school in Appleton. He was reared to the life of an agriculturist and never left the 
home place, which he purchased at the time of his father's death from the other heirs. He now 
has a, well-developed, neatly-fenced property, and is successfully carrying on general farming 
and stock raising. His father built the outbuildings on the farm, but Mr. Breitung has made 
numerous improvements since coming into possession of it, and now has one of the fine tracts 
of his district. He is known as a good farmer and public-spirited citizen and at present is 
serving as treasurer of his school district. He has never married, but his nephew, Rheinholdt 
Krabe and his wife are making their home with him. 
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