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ALBERT BRUGGER, who is engaged in agricultural operations on an excellent property 

on section 27, Seymour township, is one of the substantial men of his district, and has 

served in public office in Outagamie county for the past quarter of a century. Mr. Brugger 

was born in Washington county, Wisconsin, July 26, 1851, a son of Leonard and Mary 

(Bartman) Brugger, natives of Baden, Germany. They were married in the old country, 

and in 1848 started for the United States in a sailing vessel, with their two children, 

Charles Frederick and Beatrice, and before the family had finished its journey of over 

100 days on the ocean, nearly all were suffering from the pangs of hunger. After arriving 

in the United States, Mr. Brugger brought his little family to Washington county, 

Wisconsin, and settled on a farm of seventy acres on which an old log cabin had been 

built. Here Mr. Brugger started to make a home for himself and family, clearing the land 

from the tangle of the wilderness, and carrying flour on his back from the mill fourteen 

miles away. He erected a new barn and a house of hewed logs covered with plaster, 

which made it resemble a concrete house. Later he sold out and removed to Fond du Lac 

county, but after a few years there moved to Menasha, Wisconsin, where his death 

occurred in 1883, when he was about seventy-three years old. His wife died in 1906, 

when she had reached the advanced age of eighty-eight years. Their children were: 

Charles Frederick, born in Germany, who died in Washington county; Beatrice, also born 

in the Fatherland, who married John Witshick; and Emma, Albert and Minnie, born in the 

United States, of whom the last-named is deceased. 

 

Albert Brugger was only fifteen years of age when he went to work for himself, learning 

the trade of blacksmith at Richfield, Washington county. He first found employment at 

Gills Landing, and later worked at Green Bay, and in 1872 came to Seymour and built 

one of the first blacksmith shops in this city. After working at his trade for two or three 

years, he secured forty acres of wild land in Osborne township, and soon cleared it and 

replaced the broken-down buildings with substantial and modern ones. When he left this 

property to come to the one which he now occupies, he had one of the finest farms in that 

part of Osborn township, and had added to it until he owned 173 acres. Mr. Brugger's 

present farm is one of the fine ones of Seymour township, and its well-kept appearance 

testifies to the thrift and good management of its owner. In his political views Mr. 

Brugger is a Democrat, and during the past twenty-five or thirty years has been almost 

constantly in office, having served on the school board, as assessor, treasurer and 

chairman of the town of Osborn and trustee of asylum of Outagamie county. He is a 

director in the Security Loan and Trust Company of Seymour and director in the Cicero 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 

 

In 1874, Mr. Brugger was married to Margaret Klaus, who was born June 1, 1851, in 

Germany, daughter of Jacob and Magdeline (Kochens) Klaus, who spent their lives in 

Germany. Mrs. Brugger came to the United States in 1873. She and her husband have had 

five children: Josephena, Leonard, Irwin, Bert and Emma, of whom the last-named is 

deceased. 

 


