
FRANK BURMEISTER, one of the successful young agriculturists of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, 
who is engaged in cultivating the old Burmeister homestead in Cicero township, was born March 
14, 1881, on the farm on which he now resides, and is a son of Christian and Dora (Lausch) 
Burmeister. John and Mary (Hocker) Burmeister, the grandparents of Frank Burmeister, came 
to this country from Germany, in 1873, and settled in Center township, where they remained 
during the rest of their lives. They had fourteen children, of whom seven grew to maturity and 
established homes, namely: John, Joachim, Christian, Henry, William, Sophia and Fred. 
Christian Burmeister was born in Mecklenberg-Schwerin, Germany, and was there married in 
1867 to Dora Lausch, who was born November 3, 1844, daughter of Carl and Hannah (Heiden) 
Lausch, who spent their lives in that country. Mrs. Burmeister has a sister Sophia, and brother, 
John, residing in the Fatherland. Christian and Dora Burmeister had one son born to them in 
the old country, Henry, whose birth occurred November 22, 1869, and he died at the age of 
thirty-one years, as did also Charles, who was born in Center township in 1874. The other 
children, all born in America, were: Mrs. Bertha Trost, of Cicero township, born April 14, 1878; 
Frank, born March 14, 1881; and George, born July 4, 1884. Christian and Dora Burmeister left 
Germany for America in 1872, on a sailing vessel that took seven weeks to complete the 
journey, suffering many hardships during the passage, principally from hunger, as the only food 
obtainable was that which they had brought with them, and during the last several days of the 
trip all the sustenance they could get was a little tea at supper time. On reaching this country 
they made their way to Outagamie county, settling in Center township, where they resided 
until 1877, and in that year settled on the present property, where Mrs. Burmeister, with Frank 
and George, still resides. During the first year they worked out among the farmers of this 
vicinity to get a start, and eventually acquired two cows, during the following year purchasing 
a yoke of oxen. They then started to clear their property, which is now all under cultivation, 
and here Mr. Burmeister died in 1896, aged fifty-nine years. The mother and boys have a fine, 
comfortable residence, a large barn and granary, and other substantial buildings, and their 
property is one of the valuable tracts of Cicero township . 
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