
JOHN COPPES, mayor of Kaukauna, Wisconsin, and one of the progressive and enterprising 
business men of that town, has been prominently identified with the building interests of this 
section for many years. He was born in Hollandtown, Brown county, Wisconsin, November 30, 
1872, and is a son of Peter and Henrietta (Sarara) Coppes, natives of Holland, who came to the 
United States in 1871 and located at Hollandtown. Peter Coppes was a contractor and builder 
by occupation, and followed that business throughout this section, the majority of his work 
being done in Kaukauna, and after his son, John, had finished his education in the public 
schools, a partnership was formed between the two which lasted until the father's death in 
1897. John Coppes has continued the business established by his father, and has built up an 
establishment that required the employment of from thirty to forty skilled mechanics the year 
round, the building and contracting operations being carried on throughout Wisconsin and 
Michigan. Mr. Coppes has served as alderman for eleven years, having been a member of the 
council at the time the Kaukauna Water Works were built, and being largely instrumental in 
having this work done. In the spring of 1906 he was elected city treasurer, serving as such two 
years, and four years later, the spring of 1910, he was elected mayor. The fall of 1910 he was 
elected treasurer of Outagamie county, and thus, at the present time, is filling the offices of 
mayor of Kaukauna and treasurer of Outagamie county with credit to himself and satisfaction 
to his constituents. Mr. Coppes has applied his business methods to the settling of the town's 
commercial problems, of water power and electric light for municipal use, and the result has 
been an economical and satisfactory administration. Mayor Coppes is prominent fraternally, 
holding membership in the Elks, the Eagles and the Foresters. He is a Democrat in his political 
beliefs and has always been a stanch supporter of the principles of that party. With his family 
he attends the Catholic Church. In 1898 Mr. Coppes was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
Milbach, of Kaukauna, daughter of John and Mary Milbach, and to this union there were born 
four children, of whom Elizabeth is living at home and three died in infancy. 
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