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DWIGHT W. DEAN, who has been identified with the interests of Appleton, Wisconsin, for the 
past eight years, is one of the practical business men who contribute stability to the 
commercial reputation of the places in which they reside and at the same time by this diligent 
interest make up the best class of citizens. Mr. Dean was born in 1865, a notable year in the 
history of these United States, in the State of New York, and is a son of Tower J. and Esther 
Dean. The father was a carpenter and subsequently became a contractor and spent his entire 
life in New York, where his death occurred in 1896, having survived his wife for one year. Their 
family contained four sons and four daughters. Dwight W. Dean had intelligent parentage and 
was sent to the public schools in his native State where he completed the ordinary course and 
afterward made himself useful in assisting his father. It was in 1879 that Mr. Dean came to 
Wisconsin, locating in Waupaca county, where he built the first cheese factory and was a 
pioneer in the wholesale business in this industry. From Waupaca county in 1881 he came to 
Dale, in Outagamie county, and here he also erected the first factory of this kind ever built in 
the county, in which county he discovered fine business opportunities and at one time had five 
cheese factories in operation here and was, more or less, the real exploiter of what became 
known as one of the choicest products of Outagamie county. In June, 1893, Mr. Dean came to 
Appleton where he erected a large warehouse close to the depot, and went into the business of 
handling cheese, butter and all dairy products, and built also a cold storage plant and 
subsequently a second warehouse and additionally has a warehouse at Seymour. In his various 
undertakings Mr. Dean has been very successful and is now in the enjoyment of an annual 
business that approaches $500,000 and the outlook for the future is most encouraging. In his 
different plants he employs from five to twenty men. Mr. Dean was married May 26, 1878, to 
Miss Helene Wilson, a native of Waupaca county, Wisconsin, and they have had eight children, 
three of whom died in infancy. The survivors are: Pearl, who is the wife of William Usherman, 
resides at Green Bay; S. L., who is associated with his father in business, lives at Oshkosh; R. 
E., who is also in business with his father; Mabel, who is the wife of Frank Murphy; and Hazel, 
who lives at home. Mr. Dean and family attend the Congregational Church. 
 
 
 


