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FREDERIC F. FANGMANN 
Frederic F. Fangmann, who for the past five years has occupied a position on the mail route 
out of Humphrey, was born in Omaha, Nebraska, July 18, 1870, a son of Anton and Caroline 
(Becker) Fangmann, natives of Germany, whence they came to America in 1862, settling first 
at Baltimore, Maryland. The father was a cigar maker and worked at his trade in that city and 
also conducted a cigar store for four years. He then removed to Omaha, where he again 
engaged in the cigar business as proprietor of a store and factory for six years. On retiring from 
that field he removed to Platte county and took up a homestead of eighty acres in Burrows 
township. Not a furrow had been turned nor an improvement made upon the place but with 
characteristic energy he began to turn the sod and develop the fields, transforming the wild 
land into an excellent farm, which he continued to cultivate and improve until 1896, when he 
retired and removed to Humphrey, where he has since resided, now making his home with his 
son, Joseph, at the age of eighty-four years. Before leaving his farm he had added to his 
original purchase from time to time until he was the owner of four hundred and eighty acres of 
valuable land, which he finally divided among his children after selling some. His wife died 
September 24, 1913. 
Frederic F. Fangmann was but a little lad when brought to Platte county and was reared and 
educated in Burrows township, dividing his time between the duties of the schoolroom, the 
pleasures of the playground and the work of the fields. He continued to assist his father in 
carrying on the home farm until he attained his majority, at which time his father gave him 
eighty acres of land. This he at once began to further develop and improve and later he 
purchased more land until he now owns three hundred and twenty acres, of which one hundred 
and sixty acres is in South Dakota. He continued to cultivate his home place until 1901, when 
he rented that property and removed to Humphrey, being forced to abandon outdoor work 
because of a sunstroke which he had suffered and which disabled him for further work in the 
fields. After taking up his abode in Humphrey he engaged in the livery business for six years 
and then sold out, turning his attention to the implement business, in which he continued for 
two years, when he again sold. He then conducted a butcher shop for a year, at the end of 
which time he entered the federal service and for the past five years has carried the mail on a 
rural route. He is now owner of the garage conducted under the name of the Platte Center 
Auto Company at Platte Center, Nebraska, and he owns residence property in Lindsay, 
Nebraska. 
On the 20th of June, 1893, Mr. Fangmann was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary Enning, a 
daughter of Herman and Maggie (Weimeskirch) Enning, the former a native of Iowa and the 
latter of Germany, whence she came to the United States with her parents when three years 
old, the family locating in Bellevue, Jackson county, Iowa. In that state Mr. Enning was 
successfully identified with general agricultural pursuits until called to his final rest in 1886. 
His wife survives at the age of sixty-three years and makes her home with our subject. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Fangmann were born ten children, of whom Caroline died on the 10th of September, 
1909, when thirteen years of age. The others are Leander, who is about twenty-two years old, 
resides in Norfolk, Nebraska, and is in the employ of the Northwestern Railroad Company; 
Antoinette, who is eighteen years of age; Leona, a maiden of fifteen; Elsie, Victoria, Linus, 
Cecilia, Eugene and Deulah M., who are thirteen, eleven, nine, seven, five and two years of 
age, respectively. The wife and mother passed away January 2, 1914, after an illness of but ten 
days. She was born in Bellevue, Jackson county, Iowa, January 1, 1873, and had won many 
warm friends during her residence in Platte county, so that her death was the occasion of deep 
and widespread regret. 
Mr. Fangmann is a communicant of the Catholic church, also belongs to the Catholic Order of 
Foresters and in politics is a democrat. His has been an active life in which have been few 
leisure hours and his diligence and determination have constituted the foundation upon which 
he has builded his success. 


