
JOSEPH P. FASSBENDER, conducting an excellent general farm in Ellington township, Outagamie 
county, was born August 20, 1868, on his present farm, and is a son of Peter and Elizabeth 
(Nettenkoven) Fassbender. His grandfather, John F. Fassbender, was born in 1811, in Germany, 
and married Miss Sarah Bel, a native of Prussia. Three children were born to them, of whom 
Peter was the father of Joseph P. He was born December 22, 1838, in Oedecoven, near the 
Rhine, Prussia, and in 1856 came to the United States with his parents, the family landing at 
New York, from whence they made their way to Granville, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin. After 
the death of his mother, Peter Fassbender removed to Madison, Wisconsin, securing work on a 
farm until August, 1862, when he was married to Miss Elizabeth Nettenkoven, who was born in 
Prussia in October, 1839, and they had nine children: Annie, John M., Joseph P., Conrad, 
Francis, Hubert, Lizzie, Henry and Maggie. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Fassbender resided on 
rented land for one year and then moved to Ellington township, where he purchased sixty acres 
of timbered land, to which in later years he added eighty acres, and rebuilt the house and 
barns, continuing to reside on this property until his retirement in 1902, since which time he 
has been living quietly in Appleton. Joseph P. Fassbender received his education in the district 
schools in the neighborhood of his father's farm, and he has always remained on the home 
place, of which he took charge at the age of thirty years, and three years later he bought the 
land. In 1902 Mr. Fassbender was married to Miss Josephine Ellenbecker, daughter of John and 
Barbara Ellenbecker of Center township, and they have five children: Barbara, Elizabeth, 
William, Henrietta and Eleanor. Mr. and Mrs. Fassbender are members of the Catholic Church 
at Greenville. Mr. Fassbender carries on mixed farming and also does dairying, keeping a fine 
herd of blooded Holstein cattle, and being the owner of the prize-winning registered bull 
"Cornucopia Haegerfeldt." 
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