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FAYETTE L. FORWARD, senior member of the wholesale cheese, dairy products and cold storage firm 
of F. L. Forward Company, at Seymour, Wisconsin, is a native of the Empire State, having been born 
March 20, 1852, in Lewis county, New York, a son of Franklin and Eunice (Hall) Forward, and a 
grandson of Flavel Forward, a native of Virginia, who died in 1860, at the age of eighty-two years. 
Flavel Forward was twice married, having by his first wife, Clarissa, a native of New York, the 
following children: Orville, Lucinda, Franklin, Louisa, Aaron and Jane. Franklin Forward was born 
March 11, 1817, in New York State, and in early life became a school teacher, a profession which he 
followed for many years, eventually becoming superintendent of county schools. He engaged in 
farming during his latter years, and this was his occupation at the time of his death, July 23, 1877. 
Mr. Forward married Eunice Hall, who was a native of Connecticut, and they had but one child, 
Fayette L. 
 
Fayette L. Forward received his early education in the common schools of Lewis county, New York, 
and at the age of fourteen years entered the high school at Oswego, after leaving which he took a 
course in the State normal school, graduating there from in 1870. He then engaged in commercial 
work until his father's death, at which time he engaged in farming and continued to carry on 
agricultural pursuits until the death of his first wife, Frances Babcock, a native of Oswego county, 
New York, and the daughter of Perry G. Babcock, a New York farmer. She passed away in 1884, at the 
age of thirty-two years, and at this time Mr. Forward became a commercial traveler, continuing as 
such until coming to Seymour, March 28, 1888. During that year he was married (second) to Amanda 
Ryal, who was born March 8, 1853, in Lewis county, New York, a daughter of Leonard and Jane 
Alexander, farming people of New York. Mr. Forward first embarked in the mercantile business at 
Seymour, Wisconsin, under the firm name of Muehl & Forward, but after two years sold out his 
interest and began to establish his present business, which has become one of the largest business 
industries in the city. A branch house was established at Pulaski in 1906 to assist in taking care of the 
business which now embraces a portion of Outagamie, Shawano, Brown and Oconto counties, the year 
of 1910 being one of the most successful in the long term of years, when 2,000,000 pounds of cheese 
were handled, valued at $300,000. 
 
The firm of F. L. Forward Company have also been engaged in the coal business in Seymour for 
eighteen years. 
 
Mr. Forward is a Republican in national political views, but takes a non-partisan stand in city affairs. 
He has been assessor for three years, served as a member of the Republican County Committee for 
two years, and for six consecutive years served in the office of mayor. He has always identified 
himself with those movements which he has believed would be of benefit to his adopted city, and he 
is looked upon as one of Seymour's public-spirited and progressive citizens. 


