
HIRAM G. FREEMAN, president of the Commercial National Bank of Appleton, Wisconsin, and 
identified with other important business interests of this city, was born January 3, 1844, at 
Concord, New Hampshire, and is a son of Rev. Hiram and Adeline W. (Guernsey) Freeman. The 
parents of Mr. Freeman were natives of Vermont, and from there, in 1846, they came to 
Wisconsin, the father in the capacity of a home missionary of the Congregational Church. For a 
time the family lived at Potosi, but in 1849 moved to Oshkosh, where Mr. Freeman was the 
pastor of the First Congregational Church. A man of scholarly attainments, he was particularly 
interested in educational work and was one of the organizers of what is now Ripon College, at 
Ripon, Wisconsin, to which place he removed in 1858. Subsequently he served churches in both 
Illinois and Iowa, and when he had reached an honored old age passed away at Sioux City, 
Iowa. His father, Captain Constant Freeman, was a Revolutionary soldier and a son of Sergeant 
Joseph Freeman, who removed from Sudbury, Massachusetts, to Preston Connecticut. To Rev. 
Hiram Freeman and wife three children were born, Hiram G. being the second. Hiram G. 
Freeman attended school wherever his father's missionary labors led the family, and completed 
his education at Ripon College before he was fifteen years of age, when he became self-
supporting, being employed in several towns as clerk and bookkeeper. In 1864 he enlisted for 
service in the Civil War, entering Company B, Forty-first Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and 
served until his regiment was mustered out in the following September. He resumed his former 
business activities and remained at Oshkosh until 1867, when he removed to Green Bay to 
become cashier of the City National Bank at that place, which was succeeded by the Kellogg 
National Bank, where he continued until 1881, and at this time came to Appleton and helping 
to organize the Commercial National Bank of this city, he became its first cashier. In 1902 he 
became vice-president and in 1910 president of this financial institution, and has continued at 
its head, ably and successfully directing its policy. The stockholders of the bank were also 
largely interested in the Fox River Paper Mills. The stockholders of the paper mills asked Mr. 
Freeman to take charge of the management. After some time spent in the east, studying 
conditions, Mr. Freeman consented, and in 1899 accepted the position of treasurer and general 
manager. A new regime was inaugurated. Mr. Freeman raised these mills to their high 
standard, and steadily increased the scope of operations. The mills are kept up to date, 
supplied with all modern machinery, cement floors, etc. All credit must be given to the able 
management of Mr. Freeman, a man of few words, who commands the respect of all his 
employes. November 20, 1886, Mr. Freeman married Miss Susie W. Smith, of Appleton, a 
daughter born to the marriage of Rev. Reeder Smith and Eliza P. Kimball, natives of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, and Boston, Massachusetts, who came to Wisconsin in 1849 in the interest of 
Lawrence University, representing Amos A. Lawrence, of Boston, for whom the college was 
named. Mr. and Mrs. Freeman have one daughter, Angeline Smith Freeman. 
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