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EDWARD GARDNER, one of the old and honored residents of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, who 
has been a resident of Center township for a period covering nearly sixty years, has been 
engaged in agricultural pursuits here since he was twelve years old, and has taken an active 
part in the development and growth of this part of the State. He was born September 30, 1845, 
in Ohio, one of the thirteen children of Solomon and Eliza (Rogers) Gardner, natives of Ireland 
and Scotland, respectively, who came to the United States as young people. The father first 
brought his family from NewYork to Ohio, and from there to Center township, Outagamie 
county, when Edward Gardner was but seven years old, purchasing a farm of 200 acres located 
three miles from the present property of our subject. Here Solomon Gardner spent the last 
years of his life, his death occurring in 1880, in Appleton, whence he had removed a short time 
before. Mrs. Gardner had passed away about the year 1870 . 
 
Edward Gardner received his education in the district schools of the neighborhood of his 
father's farm in Center township, and he was reared to the hard life of the pioneer farmer. To 
use his own words he has "been in the harness since he was twelve years old," and still is active 
and hearty, performing his daily duties as well as he did years ago, although he has reached an 
age when most men would consider they had earned a rest from their labors. As a youth he 
worked out by the month, gaining much experience and little remuneration, but by the time he 
was ready to marry he had accumulated enough to buy a tract of wild land in Center township, 
on which he erected a little log cabin. Here, in 1880, he brought his wife, who had been 
Jeanette McNabb, by whom he had one son: Duncan, who is now conducting a grocery store. 
Mrs. Gardner died in 1886. In 1908 Mr. Gardner married (second) Emma Bennedict, who is a 
well-known and popular member of the Presbyterian Church, in the work of which she is very 
active. Mr. Gardner now has an excellent property, on which a fine, new residence has taken 
the place of the original log house, and the entire property is in a high state of cultivation. In 
1910 Mr. Gardner joined the Odd Fellows at Appleton. 

 

 

 

 
 


