
 

Ryan, Thomas Henry. History of Outagamie County, Wisconsin: Chicago: Goodspeed Historical Association, 1911. 
More information may be available at www.1familytree.com 

CHARLES HOMER GILLETT, assistant city engineer of Appleton, 

Wisconsin, was born at Randolph, Portage county, Ohio, July 30, 

1853, a son of Henry Davis and Martha Augusta (Shepard) Gillett. The 

family of Gillett is of French Huguenot descent, the name being 

formerly spelled Gillet, meaning Julia, fem. of Julius. Mr. 

Gillett's branch of the family left France for Scotland, and some 

thirty years later, about 1600, went to, Southern England, from 

whence, May 30, 1630, the progenitors, Nathan and Jonathan, came to 

America. The latter's sixth son, Jeremiah, had a son Abraham, whose 

son, Noah, of Farmington, Conn., was the father of Captain Obediah, 

of Avon, Conn., the great grandfather of Charles H. Gillett. Noah, 

Jr., an older brother of Obediah, was a soldier in the Revolutionary 

War. Obediah's first son was Alva, who was the father of Henry Davis 

Gillett. The latter died in September 3, 1856, at Springport, 

Michigan, while visiting with his brother, Amon. Mrs. Gillett 

married Captain Enos Frank Drummond, a sea captain and steamboat 

man, operating the steamer "Wolf" between New London and Oshkosh 

during the Civil War. She came to Wisconsin in 1860, locating at New 

London, where Captain Drummond died in 1863, and in 1867 Mrs. 

Gillett (Drummond) came to Appleton, where she has resided ever 

since. Mrs. Gillett had two sons by her first marriage: Charles 

Homer and Henry Wells, the latter born September 18, 1856, who is 

now located in Freedom, Portage county, Ohio. Charles Homer Gillett 

received a common school education, and as a youth took up civil 

engineering and surveying as a life occupation. He worked in the 

woods for some years as cruiser and estimator of timber and assisted 

in surveying the lake shore line from Kaukauna to Appleton, was a 

member of the government river surveying party, was assistant city 

surveyor and deputy county surveyor under John Stephens, and in 1876 

served as city engineer. From 1876 until 1880 Mr. Gillett was in the 

employ of the Lake Shore Railroad, and from 1880 until 1890 served 

as city engineer, a position which he also held from 1896 to 1900. 

He has acted in this capacity several times since, and is now 

holding the position of assistant city engineer, also the office of 

county surveyor since 1903. 

 

Mr. Gillett was married April 29, 1897, to Augusta Drephal, of 

Cicero, Wisconsin, daughter of Fred Drephal, and three children have 

been born to this union, namely: Henry F., September 2, 1898; Esther 

May, May 6, 1902; and the baby, Ruth Augusta, April 24, 1911. Mr. 

Gillett is an independent voter, and is fraternally connected with 

the Modern Woodmen and the E. F. U. 

 


