
PETER A. GLOUDEMANS, president of the town board of Little Chute, Wisconsin, cashier of the 
Bank of Little Chute, and the leading merchant in the town, has during the past fifteen years 
been closely identified with the business and public interests of this section and stands high in 
the esteem and confidence of his fellowcitizens as an able business man and conscientious 
public official. Mr. Gloudemans was born near Little Chute, in what was then Kaukauna 
township, Outagamie county, Wisconsin, January 17, 1869, a son of Adrian and Johanna (Van 
Roy) Gloudemans, natives of Holland. The father came to the United States in 1854, locating at 
Little Chute, and later removing to Appleton, where he was engaged some time in a mill 
business with a Mr. Schmutte, until his marriage to Johanna Van Roy, who had come to this 
country in 1855 with her father, Peter Van Roy. After his marriage Mr. Gloudemans bought 
forty acres of wild land in this section, but was later compelled to sell ten acres of this, 
although the purchase price had been but $1.25 per acre. From this inauspicious beginning, Mr. 
Gloudemans became one of the leading agriculturists of his part of the county, and after 
twenty-six years of farming he retired, in 1883, being at that time the owner of 365 acres of 
excellent farming land. He is now living in Little Chute, having attained the advanced age of 
ninety years, while his wife passed away here in 1910. They had a family of eight children, as 
follows: John A., who is engaged in a hardware business in Little Chute; Martin, who died about 
1871; Arnold, who is carrying on operations on the old homestead farm; Peter A., Henry, 
engaged in a mercantile business in Appleton; Hattie, deceased, was the wife of John Hermsen, 
a farmer of Vandenbroek township; Dinah, who married Arnold Van der Loop, a farmer; and 
Mary, who married George Gurts, an agriculturist of Little Chute township. 
Peter A. Gloudemans received a common school education, and later attended Mount Calvary 
College, after which he was for ten years a clerk in Pettibone's store in Appleton, where he 
gained experience that has been very valuable to him in a business way since. In 1896 he 
decided to enter the business field on his own account, and with his brother, Henry, purchased 
a location and opened a twostory and basement department store, 88x100 feet, the largest 
store in Little Chute, where he carries a full line of dry goods, groceries, clothing, hats, caps, 
boots, shoes, notions, feed, etc. In 1910 Henry Gloudemans sold his interests to Peter A., and 
the latter has since carried on the business alone. At the time of the organization of the bank 
of Little Chute, Mr. Gloudemans, as one of the leading business men of the town, was called 
upon for his influence, and financial support, and was prominent in the founding of this 
financial institution. H. J. Verstegen was elected president; William Geenan, vice-president, 
and Peter A. Gloudemans, cashier; and these gentlemen, with Dr. J. H. Doyle and Henry J. 
Mullen, now form the board of directors. The bank was organized in 1907, with a capital stock 
of $15,000, and is now on a sound financial basis and has the confidence of the people of the 
town. Mr. Gloudemans is also serving as president of the town board, and is prominent 
fraternally as a member of the Foresters, the Modern Woodmen of America, and the Equitable 
Fraternal Union. With his family, he is connected with the Catholic church. In 1891, Mr. 
Gloudemans was united in marriage, with Theresa Moder, of Dale township, daughter of Anton 
Moder, and they have had a family of seven children, of whom two are now deceased. 
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