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AUGUST GRESENZ, whose birth occurred January 3, 1857, in 

Hinterpomer, Germany, is a son of Martin and Caroline (Kranzusch) 

Gresenz, natives of the Fatherland. Martin Gresenz came to the 

United States in 1869 with his family and settled in Black Creek 

township, Outagamie county, Wisconsin, on a farm of sixty acres, of 

which ten were cleared, and soon replaced the log cabin and barn 

with a good frame house and substantial barn. He started to 

cultivate his property, and later added two tracts of eighty acres 

each to it, and at the time of his death, in 1910, at the age of 

eighty-eight years, he was one of the substantial agriculturists of 

his township. His wife died in 1894, when sixty-six years of age. 

Mr. Gresenz had two brothers, John, residing in Germany, and 

William, who died in Chicago, and one sister, Mary, who married 

August Schafelk. Mrs. Gresenz's two brothers, August and Francis, 

died in Germanv, while her sister, Lucy, married Fred Winzlof and 

died in Black Creek. To the parents of August Gresenz there were 

born the following children: Bertha, Minnie, Charles, August, 

Gustave, William, Anna and Lena, all of whom are now living. 

The early education of August Gresenz was secured in Germany, and he 

attended school in Wisconsin only a short time. He remained on the 

home property until reaching the age of twenty-five years, when he 

engaged in farming in Black Creek township, where he purchased a 

tract of eighty acres, but after three years on this land sold out 

and became an employe of the circulation department of the German 

newspaper conducted by W. H. Myer & Company of Appleton. During the 

following twenty-five years he traveled extensively in this 

connection, and at the end of this time located in Seymour, where he 

has since been engaged in the monument business. 

In 1881 Mr. Gresenz was married to Mrs. Mary Zigezenben, a native of 

Washington county, Wisconsin, and the daughter of an old settler of 

Black Creek township, and to this union there have been born the 

following children: Anna, who married Henry Holz, of Racine, 

Wisconsin; Lena, who died at the age of fifteen years; Minnie, who 

died when two years old; and Elsie, who lives at home with her 

parents. 

 


