
MORITZ F. GRUNERT, who during a long period of years was engaged in agricultural pursuits in 
Ellington township, was one of his section's most highly esteemed citizens, and in his death, 
which occurred in January, 1907, Outagamie county lost a good citizen and a public official of 
the highest integrity. Mr. Grunert was a son of Johann Grunert, who came to this country from 
Germany with his wife and family during the '50s, and Moritz F. Grunert emigrated to the 
United States in 1850, when he was twenty years of age. He first settled in New York, from 
whence he went to Chicago, working by the day for a short time. In 1854 he came to Ellington 
township and bought land near the present village of Stephensville. In 1862 he was married to 
Cynthia J. Heath, born in New York State, daughter of Horatio Heath, who was one of the very 
first settlers of Stephensville, being connected with the lumber mill. The day following his 
marriage Mr. Grunert joined his company, Company D, of the Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, he having enlisted for service in the Civil War, and after three years of brave and 
meritorious service received his honorable discharge and returned to the farm. His health 
having been seriously impaired by the hardships of army life, Mr. Grunert at this time sold his 
property and moved to the village of Stephensville, where he remained for several years, then 
buying a property just east of the village, where he was engaged in farming up to the time of 
his death. For fifteen years he held the office of township clerk and he was also a member of 
the township board for many years, bringing to his official positions those traits of character 
that make for honest and efficient public service. He was a member of the German Lutheran 
Church, while his wife, who died in 1905, held membership with the Methodist denomination. 
They had a family of seven children, all of whom are living: Estella, Carrie, Horatio, Anna, 
Norman, Sarah and Chauncey. 
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