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CHARLES J. HAGEN, president of the village of Black Creek, 

Wisconsin, who is engaged in the retail lumber business and the 

manufacture of cheese boxes, and is also prominently identified with 

other large business organizations, was born March 12, 1862, in the 

town of Lomira, Dodge county, Wisconsin, a son of John and 

Friedericka (Nehls) Hagen, natives of Mecklenburg, Germany. The 

parents of Mr. Hagen came to the United States in 1855 and were 

married in Wisconsin, settling in Dodge county, where the father 

died in 1871, while the mother still lives in the village of Lomira, 

having reached the age of eighty years. 

 

Charles J. Hagen was the third of a family of seven children, and 

his education was secured in the common schools, after leaving which 

he learned the trade of wagonmaker. When he was twenty years old he 

came to Black Creek, where he opened a shop and began to follow his 

trade, and in this line he continued until 1890, at this time 

entering the box and lumber business, in which he has continued to 

the present time. His business, which first required the services of 

but five men, now necessitates the employment of about twenty-five 

workmen throughout the year. He is also a stockholder and director 

in the State Bank of Black Creek, organized and incorporated under 

the State, and of the Four Wheel Drive Automobile Company, of 

Clintonville, Wisconsin. Mr. Hagen is a member of the Modern Woodmen 

of America. He is independent in politics, voting rather for the man 

than the party, and he has been elected to the town clerk's office 

four terms, was justice of the peace four years, director of the 

graded schools for eighteen consecutive years, and was the first 

president of the village of Black Creek, an office in which he has 

served to the present time. In addition he is serving for the third 

year as a member of the county board, and in 1904 and again in 1906 

was sent to the General Assembly of the State. With his family he 

attends the Evangelical Protestant Church of Black Creek, being 

president of the church organization for the sixteen years past 

ending January 1, 1911, and for twenty years in succession was a 

member of the board of trustees. 

 

Mr. Hagen was married in 1885 to Miss Louisa Machmiller, born 

December 22, 1862, the fourth child of the family of five of Andrew 

and Sophia Machmiller, natives of Brandenberg, Germany, who came to 

America in the early '60s and settled in Lomira township, Dodge 

county, where both died. There were seven children born to Mr. and 

Mrs. Hagen, but only four survive, namely: Lora, John, Freda and 

Lillie, all single and living at home. Mrs. Hagen died August 7, 

1899, and was buried in Black Creek. In 1900 Mr. Hagen was married 

to Miss Mary Mack, daughter of Rev. C. Mack, of Black Creek. She was 

born April 17, 1877, the eldest of a family of six children. Six 

children, all living at home, have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hagen, 

as follows: Irvin, Estella, Victor, Ruth, Esther and Arthur. 

 


