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CHARLES HAHN, farmer, merchant and cheese manufacturer at Cicero, 

Wisconsin, was born at Meeme, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, January 

21, 1868, a son of William and Catherine (Blaber) Hahn, natives of 

Germany, who were married in Manitowoc, where they followed farming 

during the remainder of their lives. Mr. Hahn died in 1895, at the 

age of sixty-three years, and his widow survived until 1906, when 

she passed away aged seventy-three years.They had the following 

children: William; Fred; Charles: Herman; Valentine; Christina; 

Minnie, who married Herman Brass; and Bertha, who married Lewis 

Kuhn, and all are living. Charles Hahn learned the trade of cheese 

maker in Manitowoc, where he remained three years working at that 

occupation, and in 1891 came to Cicero, where, on the junction of 

sections 1, 2, 11 and 12, he built a 20x44 cheese factory on one-

half acre of ground. In 1894 he formed a partnership with his 

brother-in-law, Otto Brass, the company taking the firm name of Hahn 

& Company, and in 1895 they built a store 24x30 feet, later adding 

thirty feet more in depth, and eventually built the 28x30 residence 

in the rear. The present creamery is 26x70 feet. When the firm 

started in business the daily output was about 3,000 pounds, and it 

now runs from 12,000 to 15,000 pounds, in addition to a large 

business done in cream. Mr. Hahn and his partner first invested in 

forty acres of partly improved land, where a 38x40 basement barn was 

erected, this having been added to until it now measures 38x90 feet, 

with a basement under all, and includes a wagon and tool shed 24x44 

feet. Two eighty-acre tracts were later added to the original 

purchase, and the whole property is now in a fine state of 

cultivation. Mr. Hahn is a Republican in politics, but votes for the 

man he deems best fitted for the office in county and local matters. 

He served as treasurer of Cicero township from 1901 to 1906, and was 

the first and only postmaster of Cicero, holding that office from 

its organization in 1899 until its discontinuance seven years later. 

 

In 1894 Mr. Hahn was married to Emma Brass, who was born in 

Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, September 13, 1871, daughter of 

Cornelius and Fredericka (Strassberger) Brass, natives of Germany, 

the former of whom came to America when twenty years of age and the 

latter when she was only two years old. They were married in 

Sheboygan county, where they spent the remainder of their lives in 

agricultural pursuits, Mr. Brass dying in 1876. They had nine 

children: Bertha; Herman; Julius; Otto, Mr. Hahn's partner; Lena; 

Emma; Gustave; Ida, who is deceased and Cornelius. To Mr. and Mrs. 

Hahn there are three children: Fred, January 8, 1901; John, 

September 26, 1903; and Raymond, March 14, 1905.  

 


