
JOHN HARDY, the owner of one of Ellington township's excellent tracts of farming land, is a 
representative agriculturist of this township. He is a son of Owen Hardy, who was born in 1813, 
in County Louth, Ireland, and came to the United States in 1842, settling first in Vermont, 
where he resided for seven years. He came to Outagamie county, Wisconsin, in 1849, settling in 
Ellington township, where he homesteaded 160 acres in the woods, the nearest postoffice at 
that time being at Green Bay, thirty miles northeast. Mr. Hardy experienced all of the 
hardships and privations incident to pioneer life, but eventually cleared up his farm and put it 
under cultivation, and he continued to operate here until his death, April 15, 1891. Mr. Hardy 
married Katherine Newcomb, in New York City, she having been born within one-half mile of 
Mr. Hardy's home in Ireland, and she died at the age of sixty-three years, October 23, 1878. 
John Hardy was one of three children, and was born August 10, 1851, the first white child born 
in Ellington township. He received some education in the district school of his neighborhood, 
but most of his learning was gained in the school of hard work, starting to do his full share of 
the labor on the farm as soon as he was old enough to reach the plow handles. In 1888 when his 
father's health failed, Mr. Hardy took over the management of the home place, and three years 
later, at his father's death he became owner of the property. On April 30, 1877, Mr. Hardy was 
married to Anne Ringrose, daughter of Morris Ringrose and his wife Anne, natives of Ireland 
who came to the United States and settled in Appleton, where both died, the father April 13, 
1882, and the mother December 21, 1904. Mrs. Hardy was born October 10, 1855. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hardy have had twelve children: Katherine, John, Mary, Morris, James, Anne and Margaretta, 
twins, Nellie and Edward, also twins, Thomas, Genevieve and Frances. Mrs. Hardy is a member 
of the Catholic Church at Stephensville. For six years Mr. Hardy served as a member of the 
town school board of Ellington town. 
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