
MICHAEL HECHEL, who owns and operates a general truck and dairy farm lying just forty-three 
rods west of the city limits of Appleton, Wisconsin, in Grand Chute township, is one of this 
section's good agriculturists. He was born October 31, 1866, in Bavaria, Germany, a son of 
Lawrence and Carrie (Felseis) Hechel, natives of that country. Lawrence Hechel was a soldier 
in the German army, and met his death in battle during the Franco-Prussian war, and his widow 
brought her family to America in 1884, coming direct to Appleton, where she lived until her 
death in February, 1904. Mr. Hechel has one brother, Fred, who also came to this country. 
Michael Hechel received his education in the schools of his native country, and was eighteen 
years of age when he came to this country with his mother and brother. His first employment 
was for B. C. Walter as a farm hand, at five dollars per month, and after one summer with him 
he worked out with other farmers in Grand Chute township for four years. He then built a home 
for himself and mother at No.535 Outagamie street, Appleton, and began working as a section 
hand in construction work, rising to the position of section boss. After six or seven years spent 
in Appleton, Mr. Hechel purchased twenty acres of his present farm, and continued to work as 
section boss for seven years longer, when he added seventeen acres to his original purchase 
and began farming. Since that time he has added to this property and erected a modern house 
and barn, and he now has forty acres in a fine state of cultivation and follows truck and dairy 
farming with much success. He is a member of the Lutheran Church, and takes an independent 
stand in politics . 
 
On March 20, 1892, Mr. Hechel was married to Louisa Suckow, who was born in Pommerin, 
Germany, April 7, 1867, daughter of William and Mary (Geisthardt) Suckow, who came to 
America in 1872 and located in Bern township, Marathon county, in 1881, after having resided 
at various other places. They still live in Marathon county, where they are well known and 
highly esteemed. Mr. and Mrs. Hechel have had five children: Frederick, born September 14, 
1895; William, born July 25, 1896; Oscar, born July 3, 1897; Emma, born October 11, 1898, and 
Arthur, born October 27, 1904 . 
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