
HERMAN HECKERT, SR., an old and honored resident of Appleton, Wisconsin, and a veteran of 
the great Civil War, who has been identified with the business interests of this city for more 
than forty-three years, is now the proprietor of a large shoe business. He is a native of the 
Fatherland, born in 1845, son of Michael and Anna Sophia (Brot) Heckert, who came to the 
United States in 1855 on the sailing vessel "Oder." Landing at New York City, the family made 
its way to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and traveled thence by ox team to Mayview, Dodge county, in 
the vicinity of which place Michael Heckert was engaged in farming until his death. He was one 
of the pioneer agriculturists of this section, and bore with others all of the hardships and 
privations incidental to the pioneer's life, working hard during his active years that he might 
make a home for his family and a competency for his old age. He and his wife had five 
children; Herman; Charles, who enlisted in 1862 in the artillery, and after his honorable 
discharge at Fort Monroe re-enlisted in the infantry service, and who is now deceased; August, 
who is a resident of North Dakota; Fredericka, who is deceased; and Mary, who married Edward 
Monyer of Denver, Colorado. Herman Heckert was reared on the home farm and received his 
education in the district schools of the vicinity of the homestead. During his youth he 
remembers seeing Lincoln and Carl Schurz when they were on their stump-speaking trips. On 
October 4, 1864, he enlisted in a regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers, being in General Thomas' 
division, and participated with this regiment until the close of the war, participating in a 
number of hard-fought engagements, among which was the battle of Nashville. On his return 
from the war, Mr. Heckert went to Mayville for one year, and spent a like period at Fox Lake, 
and in April, 1868, located in Appleton and established himself in the liquor business with 
another gentleman for two years. Later he engaged in business on his own account, but was 
burned out in the destructive fire, and in 1872 erected a building and again engaged in 
business, continuing in that line for fifteen years. He sold out in 1888 and opened a shoe 
establishment, erecting a building and later adding another story, and it is now 100x20 feet. He 
has continued to carry on this business to the present time and has met with well-merited 
success. 
In early life Mr. Heckert was married to Carnestina Fischer, born in Germany, daughter of 
Frederick and Amelia (Foster) Fischer, who came to Outagamie county about 1853, Mr. Fischer 
being a well-known contractor and builder. Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Heckert, namely: Annie, who is deceased; Augusta; Herman, who assists his father in the shoe 
business; Amanda, who married Jacob Fife, a resident of Appleton; Clara, who lives at home; 
Robert, a farmer of Grand Chute township; Sadie, a resident of Denver, who is studying to 
become a nurse; and Emil, who lives in Denver. Mr. Heckert erected a beautiful home in 
Appleton in 1892. He is well known in the city, and is a popular member of the Odd Fellows, 
the Masons and the Grand Army of the Republic. 
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