
JOHN STEP HEENAN, general farmer, stockraiser and dairyman of Grand Chute township, is 
operating 250 acres of fine farming land, on which he was born December 25, 1859, a son of 
John and Mary (Conway) Heenan, natives of Ireland. John Heenan was born in County Tipperary 
and his wife in County Clare, and they were married in Appleton, Wisconsin, removing to the 
Grand Chute township farm the day after the ceremony. At this time the farm and the 
surrounding country were a vast wilderness, not even a wagon road leading through, but Mr. 
Heenan built himself a little home, and started in to clear the brush and timber from the land 
and to get it ready for the first crop. After this had been accomplished, the property was 
rapidly cultivated, each year finding further improvements, and when he deeded the land to 
his son in about 1895, it was one of the best farms in this section of the township. Mr. Heenan 
died on this property in 1903, his wife having passed away in 1885. They were the parents of 
six children: Margaret, deceased; John Stephen; Bridget, wife of James Garvey, a resident of 
Freedom township; James, and two who died in infancy. John Stephen Heenan attended the 
district schools of Grand Chute township, and was brought up on the home farm, which he has 
never left. As soon as he was old enough he began to do his share of the clearing and 
cultivating, and he was given charge of the property several years before it was deeded to him. 
He now has 250 acres under cultivation, devoted to general farming, and he makes dairying a 
specialty, disposing of his milk to the cheese factories of this vicinity. He is a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church at Appleton, and takes an independent stand in politics. On January 30, 
1894, Mr. Heenan was married to Miss Katherine Garvey, who was born in Freedom township, 
April 30, 1865, daughter of Patrick and Phoebe (Carney) Garvey. Patrick Garvey was born in 
County Westmeade, Ireland, and his wife in County Queens, and they were married in 1850 in 
New York, whence Mr. Garvey had come in 1848. He worked on public works in New York City 
for about five years, and then went to Hungry Hollow, Ohio, where he was engaged in railroad 
construction for about four years, at the end of which time he came to Freedom township and 
bought a farm. Mr. Garvey became one of the prosperous citizens of his township, and served 
in various offices. His death occurred in 1887, his widow surviving him until 1904. They were 
the parents of eleven children, of whom five are now living: Mary, a sister in the convent at 
Milwaukee; Mrs. Heenan; Rose, the wife of Francis J. Vanlaanan, of Green Bay; Elizabeth, the 
wife of Gerhart Vandelocht, of Appleton; and Patrick, a farmer of Freedom township. Mr. and 
Mrs. Heenan have had seven children, born as follows: John Stephen, Jr., April 25, 1895; 
Patrick James, April 24, 1897; Mary Martha, October 30, 1898; Phoebe Ann, January 8, 1900; 
James Sylvester, May 3, 1901; Ruth Magdalene, November 4, 1902; and Francis Joseph, 
November 24, 1905 . 
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