
MARTIN HERMSEN, a. well known general farmer and dairyman of Vandenbroek township, who 
has developed an excellent property from what was originally a wild, uncultivated tract, was 
born in the woods of Vandenbroek township, December 17, 1861, and is a son of George and 
Elizabeth (Geurts) Hermsen. George Hernsen, who was a native of Holland, came to the United 
States with his wife and three children, Peter, Gertrude and John, the, family locating in 
Kaukauna township, Outagamie county, in 1855, Mr. Hermsen purchasing wild land, on which 
he built a log house with a wooden chimney. He set about to cultivate his land, and at the time 
of his death, in 1883, when sixty-four years of age, he was not only one of the prominent 
farmers of his locality, but had filled various township offices, including those of school clerk 
and supervisor. His wife passed away in 1907, when eighty-nine years old. Four children were 
born to them after coming to this county, namely: George, Hannah, Martin and Mary. Martin 
Hermsen received his education in the district schools of the neighborhood of the home farm, 
and worked on the homestead for his father until he had reached the age of twenty-five years, 
when he purchased his present property from his father, and here he has resided ever since. 
There were no buildings on this land when Mr. Hermsen took possession, and but little clearing 
had been done on the land, but he was earnest in his efforts and now has a well-cultivated 
property, equipped with fine modern structures. General farming and dairy work have claimed 
his attention, and he is considered one of the good agriculturists of his section. Mr. Hermsen 
was treasurer of the township for one term, and for many years has served in a like position on 
the school board. He and his family belong to St. John's Catholic Church of Little Chute. In 1886 
Mr. Hermsen was married to Cornelia Van Gompel, who was born in Vandenbroek township, 
daughter of Martin Van Gompel, and eight children have been born to this union, namely: 
George, Mary, Kathrine, Elizabeth, Peter, Henry, Herbert and Martha. The five oldest children, 
after diligent attendance at district school No. 4, received diplomas, respectively, in 1903, 
1904, 1904, 1908 and 1911. Henry and Herbert are now attending the district school, while 
Martha., the youngest, is but five years of age. 
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