
JOHN AUGUST HILGER, an energetic citizen and practical agriculturist of Outagamie county, 
cultivating a tract of eighty-seven acres in Greenville township, was born in Menominee 
township, Waukesha county, Wisconsin, October 8, 1863, and is a son of William Joseph and 
Clara (Ulman) Hilger. The, father was born November 1, 1817, at Ulheim on the Rhein, 
Germany, and came to the United States in 1842-3, locating in Menominee township, Waukesha 
county, where he worked for others. Industrious and persevering in whatever he undertook, he 
at once started working for others, but during the following year his father came to this 
country and bought land, and William J. went to work for him. At the time of his father's death 
he became the owner of eighty acres of land, to which he added from time to time, until when 
he died he was the owner of 200 acres of fine land, in addition to having $6,000 drawing 
interest, and other property. He served as assessor and on the board of supervisors of his 
township and was a well known and highly respected citizen. Mr. Hilger was married at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Miss Clara Ulman, also a native of Ulheim on the Rhein, where she 
was born in 1827, and they had a family of twelve children, of whom John August was the sixth 
in order of birth. He received a common school education at Fussville, Waukesha county, and 
at the age of twenty-one years began working for his father. One and one-half years later he 
commenced renting land on which to farm, and two years later moved to Outagamie county 
and rented his father-in-law's farm for two years. He then bought his present farm of eighty-
seven acres in Greenville township, which at that time was very much neglected, the buildings 
poor and the soil unfertile. The latter trouble has been remedied by scientific methods, Mr. 
Hilger being an expert in crop rotation, while the former defect was obliterated by replacing 
the old buildings with new ones, his residence being especially handsome and fitted with all 
modern conveniences. He carries on general farming and also does some dairying and stock 
raising, devoting his entire time and attention to his farm. In politics he is independent, and he 
and Mrs. Hilger are members of the Greenville Roman Catholic Church. On October 21, 1891, 
Mr. Hilger was married to Effie K. Hauf, who was born in Ellington township, Outagamie county, 
January 12, 1866, daughter of William and Theresa (Freis) Hauf, the former born in Rhine 
Province, near a town in Germany, and the latter in Bavaria. They were married in Menominee 
township, Waukesha county, Wisconsin. Mr. Hauf had come to the United States in the later 
'50s, going direct to Milwaukee, and worked for other people, then coming to Outagamie 
county and purchasing land in Ellington township. He resided on this farm until his retirement, 
when he removed to Appleton, where his wife died two years later and he returned to the old 
homestead. He died in 1907, having been the father of nine children, Mrs. Hilger being the 
eighth in order of birth. She received a public school education in Ellington, and later attended 
a parochial school in Greenville township. Mr. and Mrs. Hilger have had twelve children, as 
follows: Clara, William Joseph, Michael Leonard, Charles Henry, Irene, Cecelia, Veronica, John, 
Edwin, Margaret, Angeline and Adeline, all being at home except Angeline, who is deceased. 
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