
JOHN HUNSICKER, one of the highly esteemed retired citizens of Dale, Wisconsin, who was for 
many years engaged in agricultural pursuits in Outagamie county, was born March 14, 1839, in 
Pennsylvania and is a son of John and Elizabeth (Kotz) Hunsicker. Mr. Hunsicker's parents were 
natives of Pennsylvania and spent their entire lives there. He was the third of their family of 
nine children and received his education in the schools of his native vicinity. At the age of 
twenty years he began working for wages as a carpenter, continuing thus for four years in 
Pennsylvania and two years in Ohio, and on July 4, 1863, came to Wisconsin, settling at once in 
Dale, from which place he enlisted, February 10, 1865, in Company A, Forty-seventh Regiment, 
Wisconsin Volunteers, with which organization he served until the close of the war. After his 
service to his country had been completed, Mr. Hunsicker returned to Dale, where he rented a 
farm for four years, and then purchased a farm in Dale township, on which he erected a frame 
house and log barn and lived there for four years. At the end of that time he traded his land for 
property in Oshkosh, but after residing in that city for seven months he traded it for forty acres 
more in Dale township, ten acres of which had been cleared. Here he built a frame house and 
log barn, and lived on that property for thirty-four years, in the meantime building a modern 
frame house and a basement barn 60x34 feet, and when he sold the land in 1901 it was all 
under a. high state of cultivation. In 1862 Mr. Hunsicker was married to Miss Elizabeth Degal, 
who was born in October, 1839, the fifth child of the family of seven born to Jacob F. and Mary 
Degal, natives of Wittenberg, Germany, who came to America and settled in Ohio, in which 
state Mr. and Mrs. Hunsicker were married. She died April 2, 1889, and is buried in Dale 
Cemetery, having been the mother of four children: Mary Elizabeth, who died at the age of 
three years; Edwin, who died when thirty-five years of age, leaving six children; Rosetta, who 
married Charles Tore, of Dale, has four children; and William, who died in childhood. Since his 
wife's death, Mr. Hunsicker has been living retired with his children, and during the last nine 
years has been living with his son Edwin's family. He is a popular member of Hortonville Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, and is connected with the German Reformed Church. He is a 
Republican in politics, and has served as a member of the township board of supervisors and as 
treasurer of the school board. 
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