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ARNOLD HURKMAN, one of the pioneers of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, 

who for many years was well known as a leading agriculturist and 

large land owner of Vandenbroek township, was a native of Holland, 

and came to the United States when a lad of sixteen years. He had 

always cherished a great ambition to become a mighty hunter and on 

first arriving in this country displayed what his conception of the 

New World had been by marching down Broadway, New York, with his 

shot-gun on his shoulder, looking for "b'ar." He soon came West, 

settling in Minnesota, but after a short time heard that the hunting 

was good in Wisconsin and subsequently came to Outagamie county, 

locating on the south side of the Fox River, one-half mile from the 

city of Kaukauna, where he bought a small tract of land, built a 

little log cabin and began raising potatoes and pork, which he 

traded to the Indians for skins. After one year, in partnership with 

a friend, Henry Hammond, he bought 200 acres of land north of 

Kaukauna, and in dividing the property, Mr. Hurkman gave Hammond a 

double-barrelled shotgun for twenty acres of his share. In a few 

years he bought 180 acres more, just east of the original purchase, 

and in 1872 he erected a log house which still stands, and in which 

his hired help lived. Eventually, he sold off all of his land but 

120 acres which became his home farm, and there he continued to 

reside until his death, April 17, 1886, when he was fifty-eight 

years of age. In 1858 he was married to Jane Verstegen of Little 

Chute, who died one year later, and in 1861 Mr. Hurkman was married 

to Hedrina Berendsen, who came from Holland with her parents, Henry 

and Katherina Berendsen, locating in Freedom township. To this union 

there were born six children: Mrs. Annie Deering; Mrs. Mary 

Gloudemans; Mrs. Nellie Vandenberg; John B., born July 11, 1872; 

Henry L., born July 8, 1874; and Bernard W., born October 16, 1877. 

Mrs. Hurkman died December 27, 1910, aged seventy-seven years, in 

the faith of the Holy Cross Catholic Church of Kaukauna, of which 

her husband had also been a member. The three Hurkman brothers were 

educated in the Parochial school of the Holy Cross Church, and as 

lads they worked on their father's farm. In 1893 John Hurkman went 

to Appleton, where he lived for two years, and then, with his 

brother-in-law, G. Deering, he rented and operated the home farm for 

four years. The younger brothers, John B., Henry L. and Bernard W., 

then rented the home place and operated it for a year, and in 1900 

the three boys bought the home place, which they have since operated 

as a dairy farm. They sell and deliver milk to the city of Kaukauna, 

having the largest dairy business there. They have made numerous 

improvements to the home place, including the erection of a new 

$5,000 dairy barn, and they have also added to the acreage of the 

property, buying 163 acres to the east in 1901, and in 1911 

purchased 74 acres to the east of that. The production of the farm 

has also been greatly increased, and nearly all of the product is 

fed to the animals. The property covers lots Nos. 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 

18 and 20, in the south one-half of Private Claim No. 35, and 163 

acres in the west one-half of the same claim. The brothers are known 

as enterprising and progressive business men, and have the esteem of 

their fellow townsmen as public-spirited citizens. John and Bernard 

are unmarried, but Henry married Miss Annie Segglink, daughter of 

George Segglink, of Kaukauna, a retired farmer, and has one child, 
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Arnold George, born May 10, 1910. The brothers are all members of 

Holy Cross Catholic Church. 

 


