
MARTIN M. JOOSTEN, one of the well-known agriculturists of the town of Grand Chute, 
Outagamie county, Wisconsin, is engaged in operating a finely cultivated farm on rural route 
No. 6, Appleton, and is a son of Martin Joosten, prominent among the early settlers of the town 
of Vandenbroek. The father was a native of Holland but came to America and Wisconsin as a 
young man, and in 1853 settled on a wild and unbroken tract of government land in the locality 
where he lived so many years. Here he experienced the many trials and hardships incident to 
pioneer life and gradually prospered. In 1909 he retired from the active cares of life to the 
village of Little Chute. His wife, whose maiden name was Mary Ver Hagen, was also born in 
Holland, and they became the parents of six children, as follows: Frances, who married 
Theodore Van Oudenhowen in 1890 and settled on a farm in the town of Vandenbroek; Mary, 
who became Mrs. Henry Heitpas in 1896 and resides on a farm near Little Chute; Simon, who 
married Minnie Molitor in 1899 and now farms in Wood county, Wisconsin; Katherine, who in 
1903 married Henry Weyenberg and now lives on a farm in the town of Grand Chute; Martin M., 
the subject of this sketch; and John, who in 1910 married Anna Van Groll and settled on the old 
homestead. In 1909 Martin M. Joosten married Hattie Hendricks. All were reared and are 
believers in the Roman Catholic faith, are progressive agriculturists and stand high in the 
esteem of their fellow townsmen. Any movement that tends toward the growth and 
development of the community is sure to find staunch supporters in the Joostens, but none 
have sought public preferment, their time being claimed by their agricultural duties. 
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