
GERHARD KAMPS, deceased. Prominent among the business citizens of Appleton, Wsisconsin, 
was the late Gerhard Kamps, in whose death, September 4, 1895, the city sustained a severe 
loss. He was born October 8, 1833, at Menslen, Kreis Moers, R. B. Dusseldorf, R. P. Preussen, 
Germany, received a common school education and learned the saddlery business. He entered 
the Prussian army in 1853, and served as a lancer in the Fifth Uhlanen Regiment a little over 
three years, receiving an honorable discharge from the King of Prussia. In 1860 he came to 
America with his parents, locating first in Calumet county, Wisconsin, and March 8, 1861, he 
came to Appleton and engaged in the harness and saddlery business, in which he was engaged 
until the time of his retirement, April 1, 1894. On July 4, 1861, he was married to Katherina 
Jansen, who was born December 19, 1841, at Zifflich, Kreis Cleve, Prussia, Germany, a 
daughter of Herman and Helena (Bomkamp) Jansen, and seven children were born to this 
union: John Henry, who is deceased; Helen, wife of John J. Sherman; Herman A.; Agnes, who is 
deceased, was the wife of H. Reuter; Theodore E., a resident of Appleton; and Everhard and 
Catherina, who died in infancy. The mother of these children died April 20, 1872, and Mr. 
Kamps was married (second) January 21, 1873, to Sophia. Baumann, who was born December 
13, 1849, at Alpen, Germany. Seven children were born to this union, as follows: William F., 
who is cashier of the Outagamie County Bank; Richard G. and Catherine, who are deceased; 
Etta, who married J. J. Plank; Gretchen A., living at home; and two who died in infancy. Mr. 
Kamp was one of the original directors of the Citizens' Bank, and for twenty-five years was 
successfully engaged in the hide and leather business. The family is connected with St. Joseph's 
congregation of the Roman Catholic Church, and Mr. Kamps held membership in the Catholic 
Knights. 
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