
HERMAN CARL KERWAEK, engaged in farming eighty acres of fine land in Grand Chute township, 
is one of the representative citizens of this section, and was born in Sadlen, near Stolp, 
Pomerania, Germany, April 28, 1862, a son of Martin and Anna (Kerwaek) Kerwaek, natives of 
the Fatherland. The father, who was always engaged in farming, died in the old country in 
1868, while his widow is still surviving. They had seven children, as follows: William, residing in 
Seymour township, Outagamie county; Wilhelmina, Augusta, August, Hannie and Albert, who 
are living in Germany; and Herman Carl. Herman C. Kerwaek attended the public schools of his 
native place, and at the age of sixteen years started to learn the carpenter trade at Kolp. He 
worked in the city during the winter months and at home in the summers until he was nineteen 
years, at which time he came to America and made his way directly to Seymour, where his 
brother, William, resided. During the summers he worked on his brother's threshing outfit, and 
in the winter months he chopped wood for the charcoal kilns and hauled logs, but eventually 
secured work at his trade in Appleton, where he worked for one year. He then was engaged in 
railroad and factory work until his marriage, at which time he located in Center township, on 
his wife's old home which he, had purchased, but a short time thereafter moved back to 
Appleton and engaged in work for his brother-in-law, John Speaker, for about one year. He 
then spent a year in the employ of the Northwestern Railroad, at the end of which time he 
bought the farm which he now owns, a tract of eighty acres in Grand Chute township, on which 
he carries on general farming and raises cattle, horses and hogs. He has made many 
improvements to his property, and now has one of the neat-appearing and highly productive 
farms of this section. Mr. Kerwaek is a member of the Lutheran Church and in political matters 
is a republican. 
Mr. Kerwaek was married July 24, 1887, to Louisa Gonka, who was born in Center township, 
March 30, 1838, daughter of Henry and Louisa (Purat) Gonka, the former born in Mecklenburg 
and the latter in Hanover, Germany. They were married in Germany and came to the United 
States at an early date, locating near Hartford, Waukesha county, Wisconsin, where they 
resided some years. After leaving that section they came to Center township, Outagamie 
county, locating on a farm, and there they resided until recently, when they removed to 
Appleton. Later they returned to the old homestead, where Mr. Gonka died in 1881, his widow 
surviving until February 11, 1907, when she passed away. Mrs. Gonka had been married 
previously to her union with Mr. Gonka, and by her first marriage had two children: Fred Jense, 
a retired citizen of Appleton; and William, a veteran of the Civil War, who is now retired and 
living on a comfortable pension at Waupaca, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Gonka had five children: 
Mary, who is deceased; Hannie, who is the wife of John Speaker; Carrie, who married August 
Speaker, a real estate agent of Abrams; Bertha, the wife of Fred Peslein, a retired railroad 
man; and Mrs. Kerwaek. Mr. and Mrs. Kerwaek have had three children: Albert, born March 15, 
1888, residing at home; Ella, born September 29, 1889, wife of Leonard Siebold, connected 
with the Graff Manufacturing Company of Appleton; and Martha, born February 21, 1891, who 
lives at home. 

Ryan, Thomas Henry. History of Outagamie County, Wisconsin: Chicago: Goodspeed Historical Association, 1911. 

More information may be available at www.1familytree.com 


