
THEODORE KNAPSTEIN, president of the Knapstein Brewing Company, of New London, 
Wisconsin, has long been identified with the business interests of this city, and has also been 
chosen by his fellow citizens to represent them in various places of honor and trust on 
numerous occasions. He was born in Prussia, Germany, November 12, 1848, a son of Mathias 
and Marguerite (Kretzberg) Knapstein. Mathias Knapstein was born in Alfter, Kreis Bonn, 
Prussia, Germany, March 21, 1825, and in his native country was engaged in farming and 
harness making. In April, 1855, he started for the United States with his wife and three 
children, Theodore, Anna and Henry. The voyage to New York consumed 104 days, and during 
this time there was another child born, William on shipboard. The remainder of Mr. Knapstein's 
life was spent in agricultural pursuits in Greenville township, Outagamie county, although one 
and one-half years prior to his death he went to New London to live with his son Henry, and 
there he died August 25, 1894, his wife having passed away in 1893. Five other children were 
born to this estimable couple in Wisconsin: Peter, Elizabeth, Barbara, Margaret and Conrad. 
Theodore Knapstein received his education in the district schools of Greenville township and 
worked on his father's farm until he was twenty-one years of age. In September, 1869, he went 
to New London, where in company with Edward Becker and Anton Beyer he purchased the small 
brewery which was being operated by Joseph Lechner. At that time New London had less than 
400 inhabitants, but the business has grown with the city's growth. In 1875 Mr. Beyer died and 
Mr. Knapstein purchased Mr. Becker's interests, admitting his brother Henry into partnership, 
and the latter sold out in 1908 to Theodore Knapstein's son, the firm now being known under 
the style of the Knapstein Brewing Company, being incorporated. The officers of the company 
are: Theodore Knapstein, president; Henry Knapstein, vice-president; and Mathias W. 
Knapstein, secretary and treasurer. The plant, which was started with a capacity of 500 
barrels, now has a product of 10,000 barrels annually. On December 13, 1875, Mr. Knapstein 
was married to Frances Werner, daughter of Franklin Werner, of New London, and they have 
twelve children, as follows: Margaret, Magdaline, Mathias W., Frances; Henrietta; Irene, Henry, 
William, John, Theodore, Raymond and Loraine. Mr. and Mrs. Knapstein belong to the Catholic 
Church. In 1872 Mr. Knapstein was elected to the then village board, and he was then a 
member of the city council until 1884; was mayor in the latter year and president of the 
council in 1885; member of the assembly in 1889 and re-elected in 1890, and elected sergeant-
at-arms in 1893; in 1894 appointed postmaster, and held that office for a number of years. In 
filling the duties of his numerous offices, Mr. Knapstein brought to them the methods that have 
made him successful in business, and he gained a reputation for integrity of character and 
honesty of purpose. 
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