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JOSEPH KOFFEND, one of the representative business men of Appleton, Wisconsin, who for 
more than thirty years has been interested in real estate and insurance here, was born at 
Leibitsch, Austria, Germany, May 17, 1846, a son of John and Elizabeth (Sonderleiter) Koffend, 
natives of the same place, where John Koffend was born March 19, 1819, and where his first 
wife, whom he had married in 1841, died in 1850, having been the mother of three children, of 
whom Joseph survives. John Koffend was married (second) to Anna Fisher, a native of 
Germany, who bore him four children, of whom George, who resides at Minneapolis, and Mrs. 
Barbara Fischer, a resident of Appleton survive. In 1855 they emigrated to America, locating at 
Appleton in September of that year. Mr. Koffend first followed his trade of blacksmith in an axe 
factory, and later he established a business of his own, conducting it until 1878, when he 
retired, and his death occurred in 1890, his wife having passed away twenty years before. Mr. 
Koffend was one of the early settlers of Outagamie County, and did his share to advance its 
interests in every way. Joseph Koffend was principally educated in the school of hard work, 
although he did get somewhat of a literary training, but most of his time was spent in farm 
work or at whatever presented itself to occupy him until he was seventeen years old. At that 
time he apprenticed himself to the tinsmith's trade, learning every branch of the business, and 
after three years entered the employ of Alfred Galpin, Sr., with whom he was working in 1876 
at the time of his election to the office of city treasurer, a position which he held for seven 
years. In 1880 he began to be interested in the insurance business, and between that year and 
1886 he added real estate to his line, but eventually turned that over to F. E. Harriman. In 
1889 he formed a partnership with A. L. Smith, who handled both real estate and insurance, 
and Mr. Koffend has continued to conduct the insurance end of the business to the present 
time, handling a general line of fire insurance and bonding all lines of insurance. He has been a 
member of the school board and the board of education for the past twenty-four years, and is a 
stanch Democrat in politics. Since 1869 he has been connected with the Odd Fellows, having 
passed through all the chairs, and he is a consistent member of the Congregational Church. Mr. 
Koffend was one of the original stockholders of the Appleton Street Railway, the first line of its 
kind in the United States . 
 
Mr. Koffend was married September 7, 1875, to Miss Julia Weinfeld, a native of Austria and 
daughter of Jacob Weinfeld, for some time a merchant of Appleton, and later of Milwaukee. 
Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Koffend, namely: Rudolph, who is deceased; 
Joseph, Jr., a graduate of the law department of the State University, and now an attorney of 
Appleton; and Emma, Littie and Elsie, residing at home . 
 


