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BERT KUMROW, a well-known resident of Freedom township, Outagamie 

county, who is engaged in general farming and dairying in section 5, 

was born September 1, 1866, on his present farm, a son of Herman 

Kumrow. Herman Kumrow was born in Prussia, Germany, and was engaged 

in work in his father's mill in that country until coming to the 

United States at the age of twenty-six years, when he located at 

once in Milwaukee. While there he was married to Johannah Zeckart, 

who was born in Germany and was left an orphan at eleven years of 

age, and they came to Outagamie county about 1860, buying a farm 

which forms a part, of the present homestead. The land at that time 

was covered with timber, but after building a log house, Mr. Kumrow 

started to clear his property, and as he put it under cultivation he 

added to his acreage from time to time and made improvements in the 

buildings. He enlisted in the Northern army during the Civil War, 

but at the beginning of his term of service was taken seriously ill 

and was sent back home, his sickness lasting for several years. He 

served his township as school director and treasurer for a number of 

years and was a well known and prominent citizen. Bert Kumrow was 

one of a family of seven children, and his education was secured in 

the district schools and the German school of his neighborhood. He 

worked on his father's farm until he was nineteen years of age when 

he went to Beloit, Wisconsin, where he spent two years working for 

farmers, and then spent a like period among the farmers in the 

vicinity of Rockford, Illinois. He then went to Ashland, Wisconsin, 

where for about five months he was employed in the Superior Saw 

Mill, and when about twenty-three years old he returned to the home 

farm and for about two years spent his time alternately on the home 

farm and among the neighboring agriculturists. When he had reached 

the age of twenty-five years he and his brother Albert bought the 

home farm and their father retired and with his wife lived with the 

boys for one year, then going to Duluth, Minnesota. After one and 

one-half years, however, owing to the severe winters there, they 

returned to Wisconsin and bought a home in Appleton where they have 

since resided, Mr. Kumrow celebrating his eighty-first birthday 

March 18, 1911, and his wife being eighty years old August 10, of 

that year. The same year that the father went to Duluth, Albert 

Kumrow was married and Bert lived with him and his wife for eight 

years, at the end of which time he bought the farm and has since 

been conducting it. He married Anne Feitense, daughter of John 

Feitense of Shawano county, and three children have been born to 

this union: Alma, born January 27, 1901; Meta, born May 13, 1902; 

and Raymond, born July 2, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Kumrow are connected 

with the Moravian Church of Freedom. Mr. Kumrow is engaged in 

general farming, dairying and stock raising and has been very 

successful in his operations. His farm is one of the good ones of 

his locality and its general appearance denotes the presence of 

excellent management. 

 


