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AUGUST MARCKS, a prominent farmer of Cicero township, where he has held the office of 
assessor for the past fifteen years, is a native of Pomerania, Germany, where he was born 
October 24, 1845, a son of Gotthilf and Marie Doretta (Eske) Marcks. There were fourteen 
children in his parents' family, but of these only five grew to maturity, namely, William, 
Ferdinand, August, Minnie and Anistina, and the parents, with Minnie and Anistina, came to the 
United States in 1868. After spending five years at the town of Lebanon they came to Seymour 
township, securing forty acres of wild land, but after living here some time Gotthilf Marcks 
went to South Dakota, where he lived for sixteen years, eventually returning to Wisconsin to 
spend his last years with his son, August, and died aged eighty-nine years, his wife having 
passed away when eighty-five years old. August Marcks received his education in his native 
country, and as is the custom in Germany, when he had reached his twenty-first year he 
entered the army to serve his three years. On receiving his honorable discharge from the 
Emperor's service, he came to the United States, in 1869, securing employment in the brick 
yard at Watertown, Wisconsin, where he remained one year. He then worked for the farmers of 
that section for a year, when he went to Seymour township, being engaged in working in a 
sawmill for five years, when he engaged in farming on a tract of wild land, on which he built a 
log cabin and worked on for five years. At this time, deciding that there were better 
opportunities offered him in Cicero township, he moved to section 13, where he purchased 
eighty acres of land, on which there had been a small clearing made, and a log house, 18x24 
feet, had been built. Mr. Marcks has been engaged in farming and stock raising here to the 
present time, and that he has been successful in his operations may be seen by a glance at his 
well-ordered fields, neatly fenced, his sleek, fat cattle, his modern, powerful machinery and 
his large residence and substantial barns and outbuildings. He has found time to engage in 
public matters, and his popularity in Cicero township is shown in the fact that in addition to 
serving as a member of the town board for one year and as constable for five years, he is now 
acting in the capacity of assessor for his fifteenth consecutive year. Mr. Marcks was married in 
1872, to Augusta Fuhrman, born in Pomerania, Germany, July 14, 1852, who came to the 
United States with her parents in 1868, settling in Dodge county. She is the only representative 
of the family surviving. Mr. and Mrs. Marcks have had fifteen children: William, residing in 
Shawano county; August, who resides in Outagamie county; Anna, who married Frank Cloos, of 
South Dakota; Fred, residing in Shawano county; Herman and John, living in this county; Minna, 
who married John Reinke, of Outagamie county; Lizzie, who nmarried Edward Fresher in 
Appleton, Wisconsin; George, who lives in South Dakota; Henry, living at home; and five 
children who are deceased. 
 
 


