
JULIUS J. MARTENS, president of the Julius J. Martens Company, general merchants at 
Kaukauna, Wisconsin, was born near Centerville, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, October 12, 
1871, and is a son of Joachim and Ernestine (Rosbery) Martens. The parents were born in 
Germany and came to the United States in childhood. For a. number of years the father 
conducted a hotel at Kaukauna, where he died October 6, 1901. He was a veteran of the Civil 
War. His family consisted of four sons and four daughters, two of the latter being now 
deceased. He located at Kaukauna in 1883 and here Julius J. attended school until old enough 
to become clerk in a store and continued in that capacity for seven years. Afterward he 
traveled for a grocery company for two years and later was in a machine business for one year 
and then went into his present enterprise. In 1899 in partnership with Joseph Vilas and William 
Overbeck, he formed a stock company that operated under the name of Martens & Overbeck, 
and later the company bought a stock of dry goods and both stores were operated until 1900, 
when Mr. Martens bought the interests of his partners. In 1901 the business was incorporated as 
the Julius J. Martens Company, with officers and directors as follows: J. J. Martens, president; 
Mrs. Ernestine Martens, vice-president; Hugo E. Martens, secretary and treasurer, with John H. 
Martens as an additional stockholder. The company erected a commodious two-story brick 
building, with dimensions of 75x90 feet, and have a warehouse. An immense stock is carried, 
including dry goods, groceries and crockery, and a very large amount of business is done. Mr. 
Martens is additionally interested in other successful enterprises, being president of the 
Herman T. Runte Company, and is vice-president of the Kaukauna First National Bank. He has 
been a very active and stable citizen for a number of years, serving three terms as alderman, 
during one of which he was president of the body, and in 1909 was elected mayor and was also 
president of the Board of Education, and in 1910 was appointed postmaster of the south side of 
the city and was reappointed. Mr. Martens was married in 1900 to Miss Lillian Mulholland, a 
daughter of H. J. and Katie (Hare) Mulholland, and they have two daughters: Alice L. and Helen 
M. He belongs to the Blue Lodge and Chapter of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 
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