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ALBERT MATZ, a thrifty and industrious farmer of Maple Creek township, who owns 

eighty acres of good land in section 17, and forty acres in section 10, is a native of 

Outagamie county, Wisconsin, and was born January 1, 1865, a son of John and Caroline 

(Kiekhofer) Matz, natives of Germany, who were married in the town of Hortonia, 

Outagamie county, and three or four years later came to Maple Creek township. Here 

they purchased 120 acres in section 7, and Mr. Matz labored with his axe, the only tool 

with which he had to make a start. He first erected a log cabin, and one year later built a 

log barn, and here persistence, hard work and economy triumphed, and he succeeded in 

making a fine home from the wilderness which had first confronted him. He died in the 

spring of 1908, at the advanced age of eighty-three years, while his widow still lives and 

is seventy-two years old. Albert Matz was the third of a family of eleven children, and at 

the age of twenty-one years commenced working in the woods in the winter months and 

on the home farm during the summer seasons. He was married February 15, 1899, to 

Miss Amelia Ziehm, daughter of William and Gusta Ziehm, natives of Germany and 

early settlers of Dale township, Outagamie county. In 1901 they sold their property and 

moved to Marion, where Mr. Ziehm died June 24, 1904, aged fifty-six, while his widow 

still survives and is sixty-three years of age. Mrs. Matz was the eldest of eleven children, 

and was born September 29, 1872. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Matz, 

namely: John, Alfred, Hilda and Leonard. After his marriage, Mr. Matz was given $1,000 

by his father, and he moved to the farm which he now occupies, and which he had 

purchased two years before, there being at that time a log house 20x30 feet on the place. 

He has labored hard and faithfully, and has succeeded in developing an excellent 

property, seventy acres being subject to the plow and under a high state of cultivation, 

while the whole farm is fenced, principally by barbed wire. His basement barn, 34x72 

feet, he erected in 1902, and in 1906 he built a fine modern house of nine rooms. He has a 

large driven well with windmill pump, which furnishes an inexhaustible supply of the 

purest water, and his outbuildings for the shelter of stock, machinery and grain are large 

and well built. General farming and stock raising have demanded his attention and his 

marketing consists of dairy products, hogs and cattle, feeding most of his hay and grain. 

In political matters Mr. Matz is a republican and he has served two terms as a member of 

the board of supervisors. The family is connected with the Lutheran Church. 


