
MICHAEL JOHN McCARTHY, the owner of a fine farm of 170 acres, located in Grand Chute 
township, which he devotes to the breeding of fine live stock, was born in Center township, 
Outagamie county, Wisconsin, October 3, 1865, and is a son of Stephen and Margaret (Stoffel) 
McCarthy, the former a native of Ireland and the latter of Bavaria, Germany. Stephen McCarthy 
came to the United States during the early '50s, and for ten years was employed as a farm hand 
in New York State. He then came to Center township, settling on a farm which he had bought 
three years before without seeing it, and there he continued to farm until his death, August 20, 
1901. He rose to a position of prominence in his community and was elected to various local 
offices by his fellow townsmen. His widow, who survives him and resides on the farm, is one of 
the well known and much beloved ladies of that section. They had the following children: 
Helena, the wife of Michael Farrell, residing at Menasha; Michael John; Timothy, who lives in 
Grand Chute township; Etta, deceased, who was a Sister in the Good Shepherd Convent, St. 
Louis; Stephen, a foreman in a rolling mill at Milwaukee; William, a Center township farmer; 
Katherine, deceased, who was a Sister in the Good Shepherd Convent; Mollie, single, living with 
her brother William; Joseph, deceased, who was a dentist in Milwaukee, and Johnnie, who is 
living on the old homestead with his mother. Michael J. McCarthy received a limited education 
in the public schools of Grand Chute township, his help being needed on the home farm when 
he was a boy. He remained with his parents until he was thirty-two years old, and was then 
married and moved to the farm which he now operates, which he had purchased some time 
before. He now has 170 acres of land, 155 acres being under cultivation and the rest in timber, 
and he operates this as a stock farm, making a specialty of Holstein cattle, registered stock, 
bred for dairy purposes, of which he keeps a large number on hand continually. He devotes his 
entire time to his stock raising, and has a farm equipment that is thoroughly up-to-date in 
every respect. Mr. McCarthy is an independent democrat in politics, and is a member of the 
Roman Catholic church at Mackville. He was married July 18, 1898, to Miss Theresa Stoffel, 
who was born in Grand Chute township, June 21, 1878, daughter of Joseph and Anna (Pfeifer) 
Stoffel, natives of Bavaria, the former being born in 1832 and the latter in 1855. Mr. Stoffel 
came to Outagamie county in the early '50s, buying a, farm in Grand Chute township, where he 
continued to live until his death in 1893. By a former marriage he had five children, and to this 
union with Anna Pfeifer there were born two children: Mrs. McCarthy, and Bertha, the wife of 
Michael Myers, a restaurant proprietor of Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy have had seven 
children, as follows: Marie, born September 8, 1899, who died in infancy; Loretta, born May 23, 
1900; Kathryn, born August 22, 1902; Florence Elizabeth, born August 15, 1904; Mabel 
Margaret, born September 28, 1906; Josephine Louisa, born November 25, 1908, and Michael 
Stephen John, born February 28, 1911. Mr. McCarthy is a member of the Holstein-Fresian 
Breeders' Association, and is well known among stock men in Outagamie county. 
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