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CORNELIUS MEYER, one of the old and honored residents of Grand Chute township, who is now 
living practically retired in a handsome residence which he has just completed, was born in the 
Province of North Brabant, Netherlands, near the Belgium line, January 16, 1842, a son of 
Jacob and Johanah (Shoemacher) Meyer, the former born in North Brabant September 19, 
1797, and the latter in Dordrecht, South Holland, December 15, 1798. Jacob Meyer nor his wife 
ever came to America, he following his trade of tanner in his native city, where he also served 
as clerk, and for a number of years was treasurer of a certain district. Cornelius Meyer received 
his education in the school of the place of his nativity, and was the youngest son of his parents 
and the next to the youngest of fourteen children. In 1868 Mr. Meyer came to America, whence 
two brothers had preceded him, and later another brother and three sisters came to this 
country. The four brothers became the owners of a tract of ninety acres of land, and after 
eleven years, Cornelius Meyer took forty acres on his own account, located in the northern part 
of Grand Chute township. This property was but partly improved, and during the first few years 
Mr. Meyer's time was principally devoted to putting the rest of the land under cultivation, 
working hard in clearing the land from brush and timber and getting it ready so that crops 
could be planted, but eventually this task was accomplished, and he continued to carry on 
farming there with great success until March 27, 1910, when he sold out and moved to his 
present place, which he had purchased three years previous. He has just completed building a 
concrete block residence, which is up to date in every respect and is equipped with all the 
most modern appliances and conveniences. He originally owned fifteen acres here, but has sold 
several building lots along the river front. His barn is also concrete and admirably constructed 
for the housing and care of domestic animals, farm produce and machinery, tools, etc. 
Residence and barn necessitated the expenditure of about $5,000. Here he and Mrs. Meyer 
expect to spend the remaining years of their lives. 
 
On June 25, 1876, Mr. Meyer was married to Maria Elizabeth Von Beuningen Von Helsdingen, 
born in the Province of Gelderland, daughter of Reinier and Maria Katharine (Ormeling) Von 
Helsdingen, natives of Amsterdam, who never came to America. They had a family of thirteen 
children, Mrs. Meyer being the next to the youngest. Mrs. Meyer's father was a minister of the 
Dutch Reformed Church. She came to the United States in 1876 and was met in New York by 
Mr. Meyer, who brought her on to Appleton, where they were married, June 25, 1876. They 
have had two children, the first of whom died in infancy, while the other, Jacob Cornelius, 
born October 10, 1878, resides four and one-half miles north of Appleton, and is carrying on 
farming operations near Apple Creek. He married Grace Collins, and they have had five 
children, of whom one is deceased. Mr. Meyer was a member of the Reformed Church in 
Holland, but since residing in America has been connected with the Congregational 
denomination. In political views he is a Republican. 
 
 

 

 
 


