
RICHARD MILLER, practical business man, inventor and public-spirited citizen of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, who is engaged in business under the company name of Appleton Hay Tool 
Company, was born in Saxony, Germany, in 1845, and is a son of Michael and Martha Miller, 
who came to Outagamie county in 1854. Mr. Miller's parents located on a farm in Ellington 
township when the Indians were still in possession of a large part of this territory, and here 
Michael Miller manufactured shingles by hand and hunted, and later engaged in farming, 
residing on his property until 1899, in which year he moved to Minnesota, where his widow still 
resides. He had three children: Richard; Bertha, who married Christian Peters, a successful 
agriculturist of Minnesota; and Hulda, who is deceased. Richard Miller learned the trades of 
blacksmith and machinist in his youth, and when still a young man opened a shop at 
Stephensville, but after eight years, in 1875, he lost his possessions by fire. He then worked for 
the Appleton Manufacturing Company for four years, leaving that concern to engage in the 
manufacture of the first swivel hay carrier, which he invented. He took two others into 
partnership, and began the manufacture of hay tools, but in 1899 sold out his interests to the 
Eagle Manufacturing Company and began the Appleton Hay Tool Company, of which he has 
been the head to the present time. This concern, established in 1899, manufactures hay tools, 
hardware specialties and car movers, its best known product being the "Badger Never-Slip" car 
mover, which has a large sale all over the United States, and which, at a retail price of five 
dollars, reached a sale of over 4,000 during the year 1910. Four men are employed and water 
power used in a factory 80x80 feet, which is connected with the various railroads by a private 
side-track. In 1867, Mr. Miller was married to Marie Gratz, of Milwaukee, daughter of Ernest 
and Ernestina Gratz, and sister of several Civil War veterans, one of whom, Captain Gratz, lost 
his life during the war. Her father was a Lutheran preacher, and Mr. and Mrs. Miller are 
members of that church. They have had a family of four sons and four daughters. Mr. Miller is a 
member of the Equitable Fraternal Union. He is independent in his political views, and during 
his younger days served for some time as a deputy sheriff. 
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