
JULIUS MODERSOHN, a well known farmer of Ellington township, owning a well cultivated tract 
of farming land on Shiocton Rural Route No. 29, has interested himself to some extent in the 
cause of education, and is now serving in the capacity of school clerk. He is a son of William 
Modersohn, a native of Germany who came to the United States prior to the coming of his 
family. William Modersohn landed at Baltimore in 1853, and from that city made his way to 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, where he bought land and resided for four or five years, then returning 
to Baltimore, where he spent a like period in the sugar refinery. At this time Mr. Modersohn's 
family joined him, and they went to Chicago, where they remained for one year. The family 
next moved to the town of Freedom, where for twelve years they resided on a farm, and at the 
end of that time removed to De Pere where Mr. Modersohn's death occurred in 1897, his wife 
having passed away in 1891. She bore the maiden name of Lizetta Buddeberg, was a native of 
Germany and became the mother of six children. Julius Modersohn was born October 3, 1849, 
and received a good education in the schools of Germany, which country he left at the age of 
thirteen years, and from that time until he was twenty-four years of age he was engaged in 
working on his father's farm. At the end of this time he began to learn the trade of carpenter, 
an occupation which he followed during the next twenty-eight years. When his parents moved 
to De Pere, he and family moved to Milwaukee where they resided two years, then removed to 
Appleton where for about twenty-five years he worked at carpentering. He then traded his 
Appleton property for his present farming property in the town of Ellington where he has since 
resided. He is engaged in general farming and dairy work, and has developed his land into one 
of the best properties in this part of the township. In 1874, Mr. Modersohn was married to 
Elvina Deitrich, who was also born in Germany and came to this country with her parents, 
Frederick and Sophia Deitrich, who settled in Freedom township and engaged in farming during 
the remainder of their lives. Mr. and Mrs. Modersohn have had eight children: Frederick, 
Herman, William, Albert, Edward, Oscar, Emma and Walter, of whom William is deceased. Mr. 
and Mrs. Modersohn are members of the German Lutheran Church at Shiocton, and he has been 
interested in church, social and educational work, being the present clerk of the school 
district. 
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