
COLONEL NATHAN E. MORGAN, whose long and conspicuous military record entitles his name to 
a place of prominence in any history of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, has also been 
prominently connected with civic and industrial affairs in Appleton, where he is now a member 
of the well known contracting firm of Campbell & Morgan. Colonel Morgan was born May 19, 
1842, in Waynesburg, Chester county, Pennsylvania, a son of Reese and Mary (Rogers) Morgan, 
the former a native of Morgantown, Berks county, Pennsylvania, and a son of Jehu Morgan, the 
son of a native of Wales who was a soldier during the Revolutionary War. Colonel Morgan's 
maternal grandfather was William H. Rogers, a native of Ireland. Reese Morgan died in 1892, in 
Pennsylvania, where the mother survived him some years, making her home with her 
daughters, in addition to whom there were two sons. Nathan E. Morgan attended the district 
schools of his native vicinity, and until he was sixteen years of age worked on the home farm. 
One year later he entered Parkersburg Academy, and after remaining there one year went to 
Sinking Spring, Berks county, and engaged in school teaching until 1861. At this time he went to 
the northern peninsula of Michigan, locating in Ontonagon county, and until 1869 was employed 
in the store of his uncle, B. T. Rogers, then going to Chicago and engaging in the retail boot 
and shoe business. During the winter of 1864-65 he went to the mining lands of northern 
Michigan, where he was engaged in hunting and trapping, and he still has interests in that part 
of the country. In 1871 Mr. Morgan sold out his Chicago interests to his partner, and during 
September of the same year located in Appleton, where during the next year, in company with 
Captain Turner, he erected the Waverly House and conducted it until 1875, Mr. Morgan at this 
time becoming interested in the livery business. Two years later he became a dealer in cattle, 
and continued in this line until 1885, when he was elected city clerk, in which capacity he 
acted for a period covering eleven years. He next served as city assessor for one term and for 
one year of a second term, when he resigned the office to engage actively in the Spanish 
American War, which had just then broken out. Colonel Morgan was first-sergeant of a battery 
of artillery organized in northern Michigan in 1863, for protection against the Indians, it being 
the time of the terrible massacre at New Ulm, Minnesota, and the settlers being greatly 
worried that a like catastrophe might occur in Michigan as the Indians were there in great 
numbers at that time. The company, which was equipped by the State, remained in service for 
about eight months. In 1882, when the "Appleton Light Infantry," Company G, Second 
Regiment, Wisconsin National Guard, was formed, Mr. Morgan became a member, and he 
received his commission as captain July 16, 1883, in which capacity he served for eleven years, 
when he was made major. He served as major of the First Battalion, Second Infantry, Wisconsin 
National Guards through the Porto Rico campaign, and after the war, upon the reorganization 
of the regiment was made its colonel. After serving in that capacity for eight years he was 
attached to the governor's staff, and he still continues to act in that position. Prior to 1906, 
Colonel Morgan had served as tax commissioner in Brown, Winnebago and Shawano counties, 
having been appointed by the Circuit Judge to equalize the taxes in these counties. In 1904 
Colonel Morgan was nominated on the Democratic ticket for the office of Congressman, and 
although his district has a Republican majority of 8,500, he was only defeated by his opponent, 
Edward S. Minor, by 4,800 votes. Fraternally, he is connected with the Masons, the Modern 
Woodmen and the Elks. With his family, he attends the Episcopal church. 
 
In 1867, Colonel Morgan was married to Virginia Birtenshaw, daughter of James Birtenshaw, of 
Detroit, Michigan, and they have the following children: Mrs. Crammer, who resides in 
Washington; Benjamin, who lives in Appleton; Royden C., of Portland, Oregon; and Marian, at 
home. 
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