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BIRDELL NELSON, a leading citizen of Dale, Wisconsin, where he is 

the proprietor of a general merchandise business, was born in 

Medina, Outagamie county, Wisconsin, June 27, 1867, and is a son of 

John and Augusta (Riemenschneider) Nelson, the former a native of 

England and the latter of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson came to this 

country as children and were married in Medina, Wisconsin. Mr. 

Nelson was a carpenter by trade, an occupation which he followed as 

a young man, but about 1879 he purchased a farm just west of Dale, 

where he lived until his death in 1901, at the age of seventy-three 

years. His widow still survives and has attained the age of sixty-

eight years. In 1861 John Nelson enlisted for service in the Union 

army, becoming a member of Company I, Thirty-second Regiment, 

Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and served three years, being 

discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on account of disability brought 

about by exposure. He was with Grant's army and participated in all 

the battles of his command. Mr. Nelson was a member of the Grand 

Army of the Republic and is buried in the Methodist Episcopal 

Cemetery at Medina. Birdell Nelson was the second of a family of six 

children, and at the age of twenty years went to work at the cheese 

making business. When he was twenty-one he established a cheese 

factory and continued in that business for sixteen years, operating 

two factories during nine years of that time and continuing the 

business until 1907. In 1903 he purchased the mercantile business 

which he now owns from S. R. Wason, and since that time has lived in 

Dale, and he also is engaged in buying and selling potatoes. Mr. 

Nelson was married in September, 1890, to Miss Addie Spurgeon, 

daughter of Philip and Sarah (Lowe) Spurgeon, natives of Virginia 

and Ohio, respectively. They were married in Dale, Wisconsin, where 

Mrs. Spurgeon died in 1889, being buried in the German Reformed 

Cemetery near Medina, and Mr. Spurgeon now lives in Shawano county. 

Mrs. Nelson was the eldest of a family of three children, and was 

born June 1, 1869. She and Mr. Nelson have had three children: Arlo, 

who took a course in Williams Business College, Oshkosh, in 1907; 

Velma, who attended Oshkosh High School in 1908; and Neva. Mr. 

Nelson is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, and for the 

past five years has served as secretary of Dale Camp No. 3208. He is 

a republican in politics and has been a member of the school board 

for three years.  

 


