
JOHN PALMBACH, one of the representative farmers of Greenville township, who is carrying on 
extensive operations on 110 acres of fine farming land, was born at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 
26, 1857, and is a son of Michael and Barbara (Schultz) Palmbach, the former born in 
Wittenberg and the latter in Byrne, Germany. Mr. Palmbach's parents came to the United 
States in 1852, settling in Milwaukee, where Michael Palmbach worked for others for six years 
and then came to Greenville township and purchased a tract of wild timber land. The 
remainder of his life was spent in clearing and cultivating this farm, and he died August 20, 
1893, his widow surviving him until April 20, 1898. Mr. Palmbach served eight years in the 
German army prior to coming to this country. He and his wife had five children, as follows: 
William, practically retired, who is living at Potato Point, two miles east of Appleton; Andrew, 
retired from business and now living at No. 855 Superior street, Appleton; John; Caroline, 
deceased, who was the wife of John Schoettler of Grand Chute township; and August, residing 
on a farm adjoining that of his brother. John Palmbach attended school in Greenville township, 
and was reared to agricultural pursuits, working for his parents until he was about twenty-eight 
years of age, at which time he moved to forty acres of land which he had purchased some time 
before. He began farming on his own account on this tract, to which he later added seventy 
acres, and he now carries on general farming and has his land in a high state of cultivation. He 
also has other interests owning stock in several oil companies. On Septermber 26, 1889, Mr. 
Palmbach was married to Sophia Nieman, who was born in Greenville township, daughter of 
Christian and Sophia (Schroeder) Nieman, natives of Germany, and six children have been born 
to this union, namely: Leonard R., born August 10, 1890; Elsie B., born June 7, 1892; George 
A., born February 15, 1894; Rose L. B., born February 14, 1897; John C., born April 5, 1899; 
and Leona L., born July 16, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Palmbach are members of the Lutheran Church, 
and he also holds membership in the Lutheran Aid Association, of Appleton. 

Ryan, Thomas Henry. History of Outagamie County, Wisconsin: Chicago: Goodspeed Historical Association, 1911. 

More information may be available at www.1familytree.com 


