
WILSON S. PATTERSON, president of the W. S. Patterson Company, contractors for plumbing 
and heating, and jobbers of pipe, fittings, valves and steam supplies, at No. 737 College 
Avenue, Appleton, Wisconsin, is one of Appleton's well known business men. He was born at 
Omro, Winnebago county, Wisconsin, September 6, 1856, a son of Abraham and Josephine 
(Shaler) Patterson, and a grandson of Major Ephriam Shaler, who at one time had charge of 
Fort Howard. Abraham Patterson was born in Rochester, New York, and came to Wisconsin in 
the '40s, locating in Appleton in 1886, after he had conducted hardware stores in various 
places, and here both he and his wife died. They had five children, all of whom are living. 
Wilson S. Patterson first established his present business in 1886, and it has been successful 
from the start, now occupying a two-story factory 26x140 feet, in which are employed twenty-
seven hands. The officers of the company are W. S. Patterson, president; Conrad Verbrick, 
vice-president, and H. C. Getschow, secretary and treasurer. The product of the company 
includes plumbing and heating fixtures, pipe, fittings and steam supplies, and the Atwood 
vacuum cleaner apparatus, and goods are shipped all over the surrounding country. 
 
Mr. Patterson was married in 1884, at Hortonia, Wisconsin, to Letitia Lily Cuff, born October 
11, 1862, daughter of Alexander and Maria (Ouffe) Cuff, farming people of Hortonia township, 
Outagamie county. Ten children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Patterson, five sons and five 
daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson and their children are members of the Congregational 
Church. He is a Republican in national politics, but in local affairs votes independently. His 
fraternal connections are with the Equitable Fraternal Union and several other fraternal 
societies. For some years Mr. Patterson served as secretary of the Wisconsin Master Plumbers' 
Association. 
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