
DR. JAMES THEODORE REEVE practiced medicine in Appleton for forty-one years, carrying on a 
general practice in addition to being active for many years in matters of public health. Born of 
American parentage, near Goshen, Orange county, New York, April 26, 1834, he received his 
preliminary education in the common schools and at Farmers Hall Academy at Goshen. He 
studied medicine at Castleton, Vermont, Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, and received the degree of M. D. from Castleton in 1854 and from Jefferson the 
year following, and the honorary degree of A. M. from Ripon College in 1882. Dr. Reeve was 
secretary of the Wisconsin State Board of Health from its origin in 1876 up to 1894; was 
secretary of the Wisconsin State Medical Society from 1871 to 1889, except for one year when 
he was its president; a member of the American Medical Association, the New York Medico-
Legal Society, the Jefferson Alumni Association, the Fox River Valley Medical Society, the 
Outagamie County Medical Society and Appleton Medical Club, serving as president of the three 
last named societies; was delegate to the International Medical Congress in 1876 and a member 
of the Pan-American Congress of 1893, and medical director of the Wisconsin Department of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. Dr. Reeve began the practice of medicine at the age of 
twenty-one in DePere, Wisconsin, and continued in practice in that vicinity continuously for 
fifty-one years, seeing and actively participating in its growth from a primeval wilderness into a 
large commercial and educational center. When the Civil War broke out he drove with his wife 
from Green Bay to Madison, through 150 miles of unsettled country, and at the latter place 
enlisted and was appointed second assistant surgeon of the Tenth Wisconsin Volunteers. He was 
transferred to the Twenty-first Regiment and served throughout the war, his regiment 
participating in many severe engagements, notably the battles of Perryville, Stone River, 
Resacca, Kenesaw Mountain and Chickamauga. After the latter engagement he remained with 
the field hospital and was captured and taken to Libby prison for three months. On being 
exchanged he returned to the service, marched with Sherman from Atlanta to the sea, and was 
present at the seizure of Savannah, Averysboro and Bentonville. He was promoted to the 
position of brigade surgeon and at the close of the war was acting division surgeon with the 
rank of major. Immediately after the war he settled in Appleton, Wisconsin, where he engaged 
in active practice and identified himself with everything pertaining to the welfare of the 
community. He had a most extraordinary capacity for hard work. For several years he added a 
practice more than sufficient for one man's strength to the office of secretary of the State 
Board of Health and that of state supervisor of inspection of illuminating oil, doing literally the 
work ot three men. As the first secretary of the State Board of Health he did an enormous 
amount of pioneer work in organizing local boards of health and rousing the state to better 
sanitary laws and customs. He was a devout member of the Congregational Church, and was for 
many years deacon and a member of the board of trustees. He was one of the founders of the 
city library and was secretary of its board. By nature he was unostentatious and retiring in the 
extreme, but his untiring industry and readiness to respond to any call upon him in matters of 
public welfare or civic duty led him to become identified with an extraordinary number of 
public activities which often overtaxed his strength, and many of which he continued during his 
last years, when overwork had strained his remarkable constitution beyond endurance. 
Dr. Reeve was married November 27, 1857, to Laura Spofford, who survives him. They had six 
children, of whom three are living: James S.: Katherine M., who resides with her mother; and 
Howard D., an apple grower of Spokane, Washington. Dr. Reeve died November 4, 1906, of a 
complication of diseases, the foundation for which was doubtless laid during army service and 
aggravated by unremitting toil. He wrote but little for the medical press, but during eighteen 
years of work as secretary of the State Board of Health, he wrote thousands of letters to 
physicians and members of local health boards, urging the importance of organization for 
intelligent sanitation and for the investigation and prevention of the spread of epidemics. 
These and the editing and writing for the annual reports of the board constitute no small 
contribution to the progress of the highest branch of medical science. 
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