
WILLIAM RELEAN, born October 9, 1847, in Mechlenberg, Germany, is one of the most 
prosperous agriculturists of Dale township, where he owns 240 acres in sections 36 and 25. He 
is a son of Christian and Sophia (Schultz) Relean, who came to America in 1856, locating in 
Outagamie county, Wisconsin. Here they bought forty acres in Greenville township, building on 
it a log house, and later a log stable. To the original purchase, the father added until he owned 
nearly 200 acres at the time of his death, which occurred in 1896, when he was eighty-four 
years old. His wife died in 1888, aged seventy-four years. They had seven children, of whom 
William Relean was the second, and he and a brother, Fredrick, are the only survivors. When 
he was twenty-one years old, he commenced farming for himself on a portion of his present 
farm. To this property, comprising 160 acres, he gradually added until he now owns 240 acres, 
200 acres of which is under cultivation. He carries on general farming and stock raising, 
marketing dairy products, hogs, cattle, sugar beets and potatoes. His preference is for graded 
Holstein and Durham cattle, of which he milks twenty-three, and he raises Poland China hogs. 
In 1895, Mr. Relean built his modern house, 44x44, with a wing, 16x30 feet, containing 
fourteen rooms. The barn, which is 50x128 feet, with a good basement, was built by him in 
1892. His water is supplied by two drilled wells, pumped by windmills. On January 17, 1874, 
Mr. Relean married Regina Sieger, born July 1, 1856, second of five children born to her 
parents, Michael and Elizabeth Sieger, natives of Germany. These parents came to America in 
1847, locating first near Milwaukee, but later coming to Winnebago county. In 1857 they 
bought land, which they sold in 1874, to come to Clayton township, the same county, and there 
they died, the father in the fall of 1894, aged seventy-four years, and the mother in 1904, aged 
about seventy-three years. Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Relean, namely: Frederick, 
William and John, all of whom died in 1881 with diphtheria, aged three, five and six years; 
Paulina, wife of Everette Hackett, resides in the town of Greenville, where Mr. Hackett is 
employed in a cheese factory; Carl, unmarried, resides at home, being in the United States 
mail service; Alma, who died in childhood; Ella, unmarried, resides at home; and Elizabeth, 
also unmarried and residing at home. During the Civil War, Mr. Relean was not found lacking in 
patriotism, for he enlisted on March 14, 1865, in Company D, Twenty-second Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry, being assigned to camp duty at Madison. He is now a member of Hortonville 
Post, G. A. R. In politics he is a Republican. He and his family are members of the Lutheran 
Church of Dale. Loyal as a soldier, Mr. Relean has been equally faithful as a private citizen, and 
his honesty and unflagging efforts have been rewarded by a gratifying prosperity. 
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