
GEORGE R. SCHAEFER, a prosperous farmer of Greenville township, Outagamie county, whose 
reputation as a judge of good livestock and as a breeder of high grade cattle extends 
throughout the State, was born January 28, 1874, in Clayton township, Winnebago county, 
Wisconsin, and is a son of Henry and Marie (Schmidt) Schaefer, natives of the city of Crevitz, 
Mecklenburg, Germany, where the father was born January 28, 1835, and the mother March 7, 
1842. They were married in Neenah, Wisconsin, whence Henry Schaefer had come in 1855 with 
his sister and brother-in-law. He worked for his brother-in-law as a farm hand for a couple of 
years and then purchased a farm in Clayton township, about one mile distant from his brother-
in-law's place, and until Mr. Schaefer's marriage they worked the two properties together. This 
land was very rough and wild when Mr. Schaefer settled on it but he developed it into an 
excellent farm and when he retired had one of the fine farms of his section. He died May 15, 
1910, and his widow now resides in a house of her own with a daughter in Greenville township, 
the old homestead being operated by a son, R. J. Although never an aspirant for political 
honors, Henry Schaefer was held in such high esteem by his fellow citizens that he was elected 
to various positions of honor and trust. He and his wife were the parents of nine children: Dora, 
single and residing with her mother; William H., residing in Greenville township, on the old 
Schmidt homestead; Hattie, deceased; Henry C., deceased, was practicing law at Seattle, 
Washington, where he died June 21, 1893; Sophia, for several years a teacher in the Appleton 
schools; Helen, the wife of William Menning, a farmer of Greenville township; George R.; 
Rudolph J., who resides on the old homestead in Clayton township; and Ernest A., deceased. 
George R. Schafer attended the district schools near his home and the High school in Appleton, 
and until he was twenty-nine years of age was employed on his father's farm. At that time he 
bought the farm which he now operates, and to which he has made many improvements. He 
erected one of the first entirely concrete silos in the county, sixteen feet in diameter and forty 
feet in height. He carries on farming in a general way, but has specialized in raising full-
blooded Holstein cattle, keeping a herd of about twenty-five head. He has been a breeder for 
twenty-five years, and his stock descends from that of his father which stood the tests for 
years and won numerous prizes in competitions held throughout the State for a long period. Mr. 
Schaefer is a director of the Fox River Valley Fair Association at Appleton and a member of all 
Holstein breeders' associations throughout the country. He is also a member of the Winnebago 
Cow Testing Association, an organization formed for the purpose of selecting the cattle that 
will yield the most profit to the farmer. He was secretary for eight years and at present is 
master of the State Grange. Socially, he is connected with the Equitable Fraternal Union, and 
in political matters he is an independent Democrat. On March 26, 1903, Mr. Schaefer was 
married to Ida M. Denkert, who was born in Clayton township, July 1, 1880, daughter of John 
and Mary (Evert) Denkert, born April 16, 1844, and April 8, 1850, respectively, in Mecklenburg, 
Germany. Mr. Denkert came to the United States when about sixteen years of age with his 
parents, who located at Manitowoc and after several years came to Grand Chute township, 
where he was married. Shortly thereafter he purchased a farm in Clayton township, and they 
still reside on the homestead, it being a well-cultivated, finely equipped property. Four 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Denkert: Lena, the wife of Henry Schultz, residing in 
Clayton township; Ida M., wife of Mr. Schaefer; and John and William, residing on the 
homestead with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Schaefer have had four children: Georgina Marie, 
born March 8, 1904; Henry D., born February 27, 1907; and John R. and James A., twins, born 
September 1, 1910. 
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