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CHARLES A. SCHMIDT, who has a fine farm of eighty acres in Grand 

Chute township, is a native of Outagamie county, Wisconsin, having 

been born in Greenville township, April 15, 1860, a son of Joseph 

and Theresa (Kommer) Schmidt, natives of Austria, where the father 

was born in 1826 and the mother two years later. They came to 

America in 1858, and located on a farm in Greenville township, and 

here the father met his death, January 1, 1862, when he was murdered 

by an Indian. Mrs. Schmidt continued to live on the farm until 1905, 

in which year she accompanied her son to Grand Chute township, and 

here her death occurred in 1908. Charles A. Schmidt was the fifth of 

the ten children of his parents, and he obtained his educational 

training in the common schools of Greenville township, although he 

had to start to work for himself at an early age, on account of his 

father's death. He was only thirteen years old when he started to 

work out among the farmers of his neighborhood, and when he was 

sixteen he learned the carriagemaker's trade at Hortonville. He 

worked at that trade in Hortonville for six years, spent six months 

at Milwaukee and a like term in Menasha, and for two years worked 

for Adam Richter, in Appleton, but at the end of this time went back 

to the old homestead, which he later bought. Here he resided until 

April, 1905, when he sold the old home in Greenville township and 

bought his present farm, on which he has since been operating very 

successfully. He has developed this property into one of the finest 

of its size in the township, and its well kept appearance and 

general aspect of prosperity speak well for the industry and farming 

ability of its owner. Mr. Schmidt devotes all of his time to his 

agricultural operations and finds no time for politics, although he 

is an adherent of democratic principles and has served as district 

school clerk. His religious connection is with St. Joseph's Roman 

Catholic Church, at Appleton. 

On September 15, 1885, Mr. Schmidt was united in marriage to Miss 

Anna Miller, who was born in Dale township, Outagamie county, 

September 15, 1865, daughter of Mathias and Lucy Miller, who were 

natives of Prussia, and early settlers of Outagamie county. Eleven 

children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt, namely: Frank, who 

is connected with the Ideal Lumber and Coal Company of Appleton; 

Emma, who is bookkeeper for the Appleton Chair Factory; and Edward, 

John, Lizzie, Charles, Martin, Mathias, Louis, Joseph and Mary, all 

residing at home. 

 


