
JOHN SCHWAMER, who is serving in his fourth year as chairman of the township board, is one of 
the public-spirited citizens and representative agriculturists of Center township. He was born 
February 6, 1868, in Germany, a son of Carl and Lotta (Matthews) Schwamer, who came from 
Germany to the United States in 1872 with their two sons, August and John, and settled in 
Waukesha county, Wisconsin, where Carl Schwamer was employed by the month on farms for 
six years. At the end of this time the family came to Center township, Outagamie county, 
where Mr. Schwamer purchased land, and this he farmed until 1904, in which year he moved to 
Ellington township, and there his death occurred in 1909, when he had reached the age of 
sixty-eight years. Mrs. Schwamer still survives her husband and makes her home in Ellington 
township. They had a family of seven children, of whom four still are living. 
John Schwamer received his education in the district schools of the neighborhood of the family 
home in Center township, having to give up a high school education on account of his father 
being seriously injured by the fall of a tree, which made it necessary that young Schwamer 
should devote his time and attention to the duties of the home farm. He was engaged in 
cultivating this tract until he reached the age of twenty years, at which time he decided to 
become a carpenter, and subsequently learned the trade, but after following it for six or seven 
years, he went back to the farm, where he has since been carrying on very successful 
operations. He raises large crops of grain, and also ships hogs and cattle to the markets, where 
they find a ready sale. Mr. Schwamer has a well-cultivated, neatly-kept tract, with good 
substantial buildings and a fine residence. On April 26, 1891, he was married to Ida Heiden, 
who was born in Center township in 1872, daughter of Carl and Henrietta (Bauer) Heiden, and 
seven children have been born to this union, of whom Laura died aged eight years; Orie died 
when one and one-half years old, and Irene passed away when two years of age, while Arnold, 
Walter, Zelma and John reside at home. Mr. and Mrs. Schwamer are members of the German 
Lutheran Church of Ellington township. In political matters Mr. Schwamer is a Republican, and 
he has served as supervisor several years and as assessor for three years, while he is now 
serving for the fourth year as chairman of the township board of trustees. 
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