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HON. AUGUSTUS LEDYARD SMITH. This gentleman, whose death occurred at 

his residence in Appleton, Wisconsin, August 12, 1902, was a 

communicant of the Congregational Church, but his relation and that 

of his family to our first established educational institution of 

high grade, Wesleyan University, as well as his public services as 

an American citizen, justify and even require a suitable recognition 

in the history of Outagamie county. 

From 1852 to 1857 Augustus William Smith, LL.D., was president of 

Wesleyan University. President Smith was an alumnus of Hamilton 

College, New York, was for some years principal of Cazenovia 

Seminary, and for twenty-six years Professor of Mathematics (*Copy 

of article in "Christian Advocate," of September 4, 1902. Written by 

James M. Buckley, Editor.) and Astronomy in Wesleyan University, 

including the period of his presidency. Dr. Smith was a very 

distinguished mathematician and unsurpassed in popularity in this 

country as an instructor in that department. Subsequent to his 

incumbency as president of Wesleyan University he was Professor of 

Natural History in the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, 

Md., where in 1866 he died. 

Augustus Ledyard Smith was his youngest son and was born in 

Middletown, Connecticut, April 5, 1833, and was an alumnus of the 

Class of 1854 in Wesleyan University. After his graduation he became 

tutor in the University of Wisconsin at Madison, and in about three 

years became secretary and land commissioner of a large improvement 

company. For one or two years he edited the "Fond du Lac Union," and 

resigned this to become assistant professor of mathematics in the 

United States Naval Academy. Later he returned and resumed his 

former position as secretary of the improvement company. In his 

thirty-third year he was elected to the Senate of Wisconsin, and 

held that position two terms. After closing his service there he 

became secretary and treasurer of the Green Bay and Mississippi 

Canal Company, the successors of the Fox River Improvement Company, 

with which he had formerly been connected. About the same time he 

was made a regent of the University of Wisconsin, and in 1870 was 

elected mayor of the city of Appleton. His residence in Appleton 

dated from 1859, when he assumed charge of the affairs of the 

Wisconsin & Fox River Improvement Company. He organized the First 

National Bank of Appleton and was for more than twenty years its 

president; he organized the Appleton Iron Company, of which he was 

president a long time. He was the leading spirit in organizing the 

Appleton Edison Electric Light Company, the first organization in 

the world to distribute electric light for commercial purposes, and 

owing to his active interest in all things pertaining to the 

electrical world, in 1894 he was elected vice-president of the 

National Association of Edison Illuminating Companies. From 1879 to 

his death, or shortly before it, he was a trustee of Wesleyan 

University, and remote from it as he lived, he frequently attended 

meetings. For a number of years he was trustee of Lawrence 

University in Appleton. In 1891 he was president of the Wisconsin 

Board of World's Fair Managers. Mr. Smith came of an honored 

ancestry to which his career has added luster. On his mother's side 

his ancestors were prominent in the Colonial and Revolutionary wars, 

the War of 1812 and the Mexican War. On his father's side his great-

grandfather, Eldad Smith, was one of the earliest volunteers from 
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the state of Connecticut when the alarm was sounded from Lexington. 

We had the pleasure of his acquaintance from about the time of his 

graduation until his death. Probably no man was ever more beloved in 

the community where he resided than Mr. Smith. The Appleton daily 

papers have written about him in a manner equally honorable to him 

and to the city and its press. "The Appleton Daily Post," after 

devoting much space to a summary of his services to that city and to 

his career in general, pays a tribute to him in paragraphs of 

unusual felicity of composition: "After virtues of honesty and 

industry have been enumerated it must be said that the strongest 

impression left upon the world by a man's character is dependent 

upon the way he has met and mingled with his fellow-men. It was Mr. 

Smith's hearty cordiality and affability that won for him such 

affection in Appleton. * * * The truest culture and refinement is 

the simplest and most democratic. Many people possess the 

disposition but lack the ability. He was brought up during the years 

when there was time enough for a man to learn a courtly bearing, and 

he kept it all his life. It is scarcely too much to say that all the 

social life in Appleton was built upon the foundation laid for it by 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith in their home in Lawesburg, beautiful for 

situation, and beautiful as an example of what an ideal home life 

might be." "The Evening Crescent," in speaking of him said: "In the 

presence of such an overshadowing bereavement, language can but 

feebly express the emotions of the great heart of this community, 

because of the breadth and abiding love and friendship existing 

betweeh Mr. Smith and the people of this city, he being, as it were, 

one of the family in his outgoings and incomings familiarly for all 

these years. The poor and distressed bear ample testimony to his 

open-handed, large-heartedness; in matters of public interest for 

the advancement of the city's welfare and growth, morally, 

intellectually and commercially, his great manhood was ever 

manifested and with all matters of civic interest, while he was in 

health, his personality was interwoven." Mr. Smith was sixty-nine 

years of age. His older brother, Mr. Perry C. Smith, resides at 

Newport, Rhode Island. His sister, Miss Helen Smith, has been for 

many years and is still preceptress of Wells College at Aurora, New 

York. The only other survivor of his parents is Mrs. Hill, of 

Newport, Rhode Island. These ladies were present at the residence 

during a part of his last illness, which, though he had been in poor 

health for more than a year, was, acute. Of his venerable mother, a 

woman of extraordinary grace and tact, who survived until a few 

years ago, an extended account was printed in this paper. Early last 

spring, being in Appleton on business, we called upon our old friend 

in the house described in one of the foregoing extracts, stood for a 

long time before the shelves of his library, looking over with him 

elegantly bound volumes and rare editions of the best works, ancient 

and modern. His whole house, in fact, was a library and art gallery. 

His two children reside at distant points: One in Madison, Maine, 

and the other in Milwaukee. His wife had died eight years before and 

he was living alone. Placed near the portrait of his wife were words 

of such beauty and pathos that we asked their origin and were told 

that they were written by a long beloved friend of the family. We 

asked for a copy, little imagining that before the year should close 

he would be reunited to her: "Since all her life's long melody Was 
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set to keys of love, She will not find the music strange That fills 

the courts above; But when her eyes, with rapture clear, Shall read 

the heavenly score, Hers in the endless song will be The part she 

knew before." In recalling his expressions we fancy that his mind 

was then more upon the other life than this. 

 


