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EMORY STANSBURY, M. D., deceased, for many years was a prominent physician of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, where he was professionally trusted and honored and personally held in the highest 
esteem. He was born at Baltimore, Maryland, August 28, 1839, and died at his home in 
Appleton, April 3, 1899, a son of Rev. Daniel and Gertrude (Milemon) Stansbury. His parents 
came to Wisconsin in 1851, where his father was a pioneer Methodist preacher. Of the ten 
children of the family, Emory was the sixth in order of birth. The father died at Janesville, 
Wisconsin, in 1860, at that time being the presiding elder of the Janesville district. In the same 
year Emory Stansbury graduated from the Janesville High School, after which, for some 
months, he taught school and began the study of medicine. His studies were interrupted, 
however, by the outbreak of war in the following year, and in 1861 he enlisted in the First 
Wisconsin Cavalry and after a time was appointed hospital steward, in which capacity he 
served for thirteen months, when he was discharged on account of disability. He then devoted 
himself to his medical studies under the supervision of Dr. N. M. Dodson, of Berlin, and 
subsequently was graduated at the Long Island Medical College, in Brooklyn, and still later at 
the Bellevue Medical College, in New York. Returning to Wisconsin he practised prior to 1868, 
at Berlin and Winneconne, when he located permanently at Appleton, where the remainder of 
a busy, useful and beneficent life was spent. For many years preceding his death he was a 
prominent member of the boards of trustees of the Methodist Church and Lawrence University. 
He was a member of the county, state and American Medical Associations, and at different 
times served on charitable committees and benevolent boards. In his last illness, which he 
knew to be a fatal one, he set an example of patience and courage which was as admirable as 
it was remarkable. His chief care seemed to be for his family, their grief distressing him more 
than his sufferings. His death was made the occasion of numerous memorials and newspaper 
articles, among these being a glowing tribute to his worth as physician, man and citizen which 
was written by Dr. J. T. Reeve and read at the annual meeting of the Fox River Valley Medical 
Society and placed on record. Dr. Stansbury belonged to the Masonic fraternity. On June 13, 
1872, Dr. Stansbury was married to Mrs. Mary A. P. Humphrey, a daughter of Samuel C. and 
Lorian (Sheldon) Phinney. They were natives of New York and came to Wisconsin in 1853, the 
father of Mrs. Stansbury being a retired minister. Stansbury has one sister, Mrs. W. D. Mason, 
who is a resident also of Appleton. To Dr. and Mrs. Stansbury three children were born, 
namely: Clara, who is a graduate of Lawrence College, is a teacher in the Appleton High School 
and resides with her mother; Karl Emory and George Jay, both graduates of Lawrence College, 
connected with the Thilmany Paper and Pulp Company of Kaukauna, and reside at home. 

 

 

 
 


