
R. S. TALBOT, president of the Fiber Development Company, engineers and experts in paper 
manufacturing, including water, steam and electrical power development plants, was born in 
England in 1870, and is a son of William and Jane (Stowell) Talbot, the former of whom is 
deceased, while the latter still lives in England. Mr. Talbot received his education in his native 
country, and in 1889 graduated from Kingswood College, Bath, Somersetshire. In 1890 Mr. 
Talbot came to the United States, locating first at Bangor, Maine, where he became connected 
with the engineering department of Hinckley & Egery, an association which lasted for two 
years. During the next three years he was employed in the construction work of the Howland 
Pulp Company, at Howland, Maine, and during the last year was in charge of the manufacturing 
department. At this time the New England Sulphite Digester Department was organized, and 
Mr. Talbot was secured by this company to assist in planning the J. S. Rodgers Company's 
sulphite mill at Ausable Forks, New York, the sulphite mills of the Glens Falls Pulp and Paper 
Company at Fort Edward, New York, and the changing of the soda mill at Lincoln, Maine, into 
the sulphite mills known as the Katahdin Pulp and Paper Company. Mr. Talbot eventually took 
charge of this concern, of which he was manager until 1897, in which year he began doing 
special work for mills now associated with the International Paper Company. During the fall of 
1899 Mr. Talbot came to Appleton, where he was associated with the Kimberly-Clark Company, 
later taking charge of their sulphite mills, and he continued to be connected with this large 
concern until 1908. In October, 1908, the Fiber Development Company was organized, with Mr. 
Talbot as president; E. A. Morse, treasurer; E. A. Edmonds, vice-president, and E. A. Peterson, 
secretary; while the present officers are Messrs. Talbot and Morse. This concern has prepared 
plans for the new mills and additions to the Wausau Paper Mills at Brokaw, Wisconsin; has done 
important work for the water powers on the Wisconsin and Wolf Rivers, as well as the Fox 
River, and at present is engaged on plans for the Lakeside Paper Company at Menasha, 
Wisconsin, is preparing plans and specifications for the building of a steam turbine and electric 
plant for the Rhinelander Paper Mills, at Rhinelander, Wisconsin, also a two-machine paper mill 
for the same firm, and is also preparing plans for the remodeling of the mills of the Itasca 
Paper Company, at Grand Rapids, Minnesota, including the erection of a 1,000 horsepower 
steam and electrical plant for this company . 
 
Mr. Talbot was married in 1894 to Miss Myra Weatherbee, of Lincoln, Maine, and they have had 
a family of six sons and three daughters. They are members of the Congregational Church, and 
Mr. Talbot is connected with the Masonic fraternity, belonging to the Appleton Commandery, 
Knights Templar . 
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